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The preservation of Sabine High School is supported by a grant from the Division of Historic
Preservation, Office of Cultural Development, Louisiana Department of Culture, Recreation
and Tourism.

This study was supported in part by a grant from the National Trust Preservation Fund,
National Trust for Historic Preservation.

Sabine High School is listed in the National Register of Historic Places for its Black Heritage
and significance in the education of African Americans in Sabine Parish.

Sabine High School is listed on the Louisiana Trust for Historic Preservation’s 2020 Most
Endangered Places.

The Twelfth District, Number Three, Association, Inc.
Exploratory Committee

The Twelfth District, Number Three, Association, Inc.
Member Churches
Saint Peter Baptist Church New Jerusalem Baptist Church
Bright Star Baptist Church Antioch Baptist Church
New Ebenezer Baptist Church New Hope Baptist Church
Pilgrim Star Baptist Church Morning Star Baptist Church
Redland Baptist Church Bethel Baptist Church

For more information, please visit:
www.sabinehighschoolrevitalizationproject.com
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Donnie Edmonson, President
Sandra Garner-Coleman
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Mae Mallard-Moore
Patsy Garner
William Ruffin
Dorothy McGaskey
Tammy Holmes
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The activity that is the subject of this report has
been financed in part with federal funds from the
National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior, through the Department of Culture,
Recreation, and Tourism, Office of Cultural
Development, Division of Historic Preservation.
However, the contents and opinions do not
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the
Department of the Interior nor the Department of
Culture, Recreation, and Tourism, nor does the
mention of trade names or commercial products
constitute endorsement or recommendation by
the Department of the Interior.

This program receives federal financial assistance
for identification and protection of historic
properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Section 504of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as
amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race,
color, sexual orientation, national orientation,
disabilities, religion, age, or sex in its federally
assisted programs. If you believe you have been
discriminated against in any program, activity, or
facility as described above, or if you desire further
information, please write to:

Office of Equal Opportunity
National Park Service
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240
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Largest Employers

• Sabine Parish School District 653

• Boise Cascade Company 453

• Big Star Supermarket 250

• Weyerhaeuser Zwolle 208

• Parish of Sabine 140

• Wal-Mart Stores 130

• Sabine Medical Center 125

• LA Dept. of Transportation 114

• ARC of Sabine 105

• Cypress Bend Golf Course 100

Many, Louisiana
Population 2,853

Elevation 276 ft above sea level

Avg Precipitation 10.83 inches month

Avg. High Temp 77 Avg. Low Temp 52

Demographics – 48% African-American,  46.4% White, 1.9% Hispanic, four or 
more races, 3.7%

Median Age 36, Percent of Population Over 65 is 18%

Median Family Income is $24,329

Living in Poverty – Families 28%, Population 36% 

Percentage Living in Poverty Under 18 is 47%, Over 65 is 26%

Many & Sabine Parish
[Manny] [SUH-bean]

Toledo Bend Lake 

Located in Louisiana and Texas on
the Sabine River, Toledo Bend forms a
portion of the boundary between the
two states. The reservoir is 65 miles in
length and covers an area of 186,000
acres with 1,200 miles of shoreline. It
is the largest man-made body of
water in the South and the fifth
largest in surface acres in the United
States. It offers unlimited
opportunities for fishing and
recreational activities and has been
routinely named one of the best bass
fishing lakes in the country.

Sabine Parish was created in 1843, carved out of Natchitoches Parish. The 1850 census listed 3,347 free persons and 1,168 enslaved persons in the parish, whose
original seat was Baldwin’s Store, located on the El Camino Real, an important trade route connecting Louisiana to the Western U.S. and Mexico. Named for Colonel
James Many, the town later became the parish seat. Forty acres of land were donated and platted for the town, which consisted of a public square and eight streets. In
1880, the population of Many was 147. In 1896 the Kansas City Southern Railroad was constructed through the town and by 1901 the town of Many was growing,
expanded to be one square mile in size. Major industries included lumber and oil, which was discovered in 1926.

Demographic percentages from: http://www.city-data.com/city/Many-Louisiana.html 



Community
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• On March 7, 1918, through an Act of Donation from the 12th 
District, a 5.608-acre tract in Many was donated for the 
building of Sabine High School, a K-12 school for African-
American children.

• In October 2002, the Sabine Parish School Board conveyed the 
property back to the 12th District.

• In February 2019, the 12th District established a committee to 
explore options for usage and improvements to the land and 
buildings.

• The Twelfth District, Number Three, Association, Inc. (12th

District) is a  non-profit religious corporation located in Many, 
Louisiana (Sabine Parish). 

• A 501 (c )(3) organized as a public charity under the laws of the 
State of Louisiana in October 2017.

• Comprised of 17 Sabine Parish churches with total membership 
under 2,000 and approximately 10 active participant churches. 
Average age of membership is approximately 55.

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only thing that ever does.” – Margaret Mead 
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In November of 1903, Robert E. Jacobs established the Sabine Normal and Industrial Institute in 
his hometown of Converse in Sabine Parish. Jacobs had attended public schools and gone on to 
the historically black Coleman College in Gibsland, Louisiana. He was able to secure support from 
the Slater and Jeanes Funds for his school and 1914, the Sabine Normal and Industrial Institute 
boasted eight faculty members and seven buildings plus land and livestock. The buildings included 
dormitories for boarding students from out of the area, including from Texas, to access this quality 
education. In 1916, a study by the US Department of the Interior documented its attendance as 
137 in elementary and 31 in secondary. In this study, Sabine was listed with Gaudet Industrial 
Home and School in New Orleans as the only two big important schools with independent boards 
of trustees in the state. Five schools of lesser size or importance were noted, but not named. This 
Sabine was a leader in private African American education in the state, and it is in this school, that 
Sabine High School has its roots.

In 1928, a Rosenwald school was constructed on the site of the current Sabine High School, and in 
1936 became the Sabine Parish Training School. This facility operated until the new campus was 
constructed from 1957-1960, becoming Sabine High School, and serving Kindergarten through 12th

Grades. 

In 1970, the campus was integrated and became Many Junior High School. Teachers and
students alike were sent to the previously all-white Many High School. It was a new
experience for everyone. A small number of African-American students stopped attending
school during desegregation because of the unwelcoming environment. Some students
were thankful to see some familiar faces at Many High in their former SHS teachers.
Teachers, including William Ruffin and Evelyn Bush, stated that desegregation was difficult
for them as well: “It was just as much of an adjustment for us (teachers). The only thing
they (the white schools) had more of was space and equipment. They didn’t necessarily
have more knowledge than us or our students.”

The SHS site was closed in 2002 and transferred back to the 12th District, Sabine High
School leaves a legacy of historic importance for African American education in Sabine
Parish, that produced a number of strong, smart, and influential leaders who went on to do
great things locally, statewide, and nationally.

Story
“The historic status of Sabine High School and the story it represents is important…”
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Empowered    Equipped    Challenged

Sabine High School, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is a significant
resource in the areas of education and ethnic heritage, as it provided important
educational opportunities for African Americans in Sabine Parish, Louisiana. First founded
as the Sabine Parish Training School in 1928, the campus has a long history at its location
on Highland Avenue. The existing buildings were constructed in 1957 to replace a circa
1928 Rosenwald School. Sabine High School was desegregated in 1970, at which point
the campus became Many Junior High School until its closure in 2001. Soon thereafter,
the Twelfth District, an African-American non-profit, secured the property with the intent
of rehabilitating the school into a multi-use community resource.

The buildings have not changed significantly over time, and the campus retains a high 
degree of Historic integrity of location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling, 
and association. 

Admin

Campus

Cafeteria

Elementary

Middle School

Industrial 
Arts

High School

Gymnasium

Band Hall

Restrooms

for the REBIRTH of Sabine High School
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 49,666 square feet

 5.608 acres

 Majority original 
1957 construction

 Several buildings 
at risk from roof 
failure and 
weather damage

Admin

Campus
Cafeteria

Elementary

Middle School

Industrial 
Arts

High School

Gymnasium

Band Hall

Restrooms



Campus
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Louisiana Architecture License #44Original Architectural Drawings: Theodore Flaxman

“Sabine High School: Iconic local landmark worthy of preservation.”
www.newsbreak.com | June 9, 2020



Campus
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Architectural Style: Mid-Century ModernismArchitect: Van Os & Flaxman [Shreveport, LA]



Critical Obstacles to Rehabilitation
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Water Intrusion Environmental 
Cleanup

• Exterior envelopes must be 
secured against further 
deterioration of materials

• Roofs must be fitted with 
temporary roofing, until 
replacement systems can 
be put in place long-term

• Hazardous materials must 
be removed from buildings

• Buildings must be upgraded 
and modernized to current 
codes for occupancy



The Sabine High School Revitalization... 
A tool for not only memorializing, but for looking forward to providing a new 

place of inclusion and community for the Northwestern Louisiana region.

Vision
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Rehabilitation Opportunities 
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Rationale

• Total rehabilitation of entire campus complex at 
once not feasible from a cost perspective

• Programs have not been identified to occupy 
entire campus

• No income has been identified to pay for daily 
operational costs (heating & cooling, 
maintenance, janitorial expenses)

• A revitalized Sabine High School Community 
Center would promote and encourage 
revitalization  and further development within 
Many, Sabine Parish, Northwestern Louisiana, and  
throughout Louisiana 

• Must be done sequentially in a 
systematic manner

• The vision must be consistent with 
available funding

• Grants
• Private Donations
• Foundation Fundraising
• Leased space income 

Need

IDENTIFIED USES AND NEEDS SURVEYS

Recreation
• site-based park
• gymnasium sports
Health and Wellness
• Fitness, exercise space, yoga rooms, dance
• Healthy food program, teaching kitchen
• Garden space, food demonstrations, farmer’s market
• Home health care agency, other wellness lease tenants 
Entertainment
• Conferences and events – public, private
• Music venue, performances, fine arts education
Economic development 
• Classroom training space
• Workforce training
Educational
• After school programs and tutoring
• Early childhood education programs (Head Start)
• GED programs, adult literacy classes, ESL instruction
• Community College or University remote learning center
On-Site Museum 
• Civil Rights History presentations
• Tell the story of Civil Rights events in and around NW 

Louisiana
• Show history and impacts of Separate But Equal laws 

The historic status of Sabine High School 
and the story it represents is important…



Plan: A Community Center for the “Center of a Region”

Community 
Partnerships

Educational 
Partnerships

Workforce 
Partnerships

Positive Relationship 
Building

Economic 
Development

Better Health and 
Wellness Outcomes

Regional 
Connectedness

Greater Many and 
Sabine Parish

Northwest Louisiana 
Natchitoches to 

Shreveport

Realistic Goals

Practical Use of 
Resources

Accountability to the 
12th District 

Membership & 
Partners
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Plan
REVITALIZE 
To be a multipurpose community center 
for Many, Sabine Parish, and Northwest 
Louisiana.
RESTORE 
An intact significant Architectural 
Example Of Mid-Century Modernism.

NARRATIVE
About “Separate But Equal,” an original 
1890 Louisiana law that was later 
adopted in the Jim Crow South as a 
disenfranchisement tool against African 
Americans.
PROCEED
Through progressive partnerships, long-
term economic development, and 
educational/recreational opportunities.

GYMNASIUM

INDUSTRIAL 
ARTS

HIGH SCHOOL

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL

CAFETERIAADMIN.
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Plan: Interior Rehabilitation Concepts

18

ART EDUCATION

PRESENTATIONS COMPUTER LAB

RECEPTION

CLASSROOM

INDOOR GATHERING

OUTDOOR GATHERING ENTERTAINMENT

KITCHEN

MEETING SPACE

BANQUET SPACE

EARLY CHILDHOOD



Plan: Exterior Rehabilitation Concepts
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ADMIN CAFETERIA FACADE ADMIN CAFETERIA FACADE ADMIN CAFETERIA FACADE OUTDOOR SPACE

COVERED OUTDOOR SPACE ADMIN CAFETERIA FACADE OUTDOOR SPACE OUTDOOR SPACE
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Potential Partnerships
Town of Many

Sabine Parish

Northwestern State University

United Way

Boise Cascade Co.

Community
The Sabine High School 
Revitalization must be a 

people-centered, forward 
focused mission, aimed at 

improvement to the 
conditions of the individuals, 

families, businesses and 
entities in partnership.

History
The story must be told. 

African Americans in Louisiana 
were historically denied 

educational access through 
“Separate But Equal” laws, 
passed in 1890 and used 
throughout the Jim Crow 
South to implement racial 

segregation.

Funding
The Sabine High School 

Revitalization Project will take 
dedicated funds. Grants, 
donations, government 

funding mechanisms, and 
private giving will be the only 

way to realize the vision.

Need



Cost Requirements
REHABILITATION COST PHASING
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Phasing Diagram
Critical (ASAP) $641,166

1. Secure windows, doors

2. Secure roofs temporarily 

3. Remediation and debris cleanup 

Phased Rehabilitation $1,538,407

4. Administrative Cafeteria

5. Elementary 

6. Gymnasium

7. Remove Non-Contributing Elements

8. Covered Walkways

9. Site ADA and Parking Improvements 

Future Rehabilitation $1,118,600

10. High School

11. Middle School

12. Industrial Arts

TOTAL ANTICIPATED
COST OF REVITALIZATION $3,513,048

4

5

21 3

11

6

7

8

9

10

12
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Proposed Timeline: 8 Years

FUTURE REHABILITATION [2024 – 2029]

9. High School 10. Middle School 11. Industrial Arts

PHASED REHABILITATION – NEAR TERM OCCUPANCY [2022 – 2023]

4. Gym 5. Admin/Cafeteria 6. Elementary 7. Remove Non-Contributing        8. Covered Walkways / Site ADA 
Improvements

CRITICAL PHASE ONE WORK [2021 - 2022] 

1. Secure windows/doors, temporary roofs 2. Roof Replacement                 3. Remediation/Cleanup 

TOTAL ANTICIPATED COST OF REVITALIZATION $3,513,048

$641,166

$1,538,407

$1,118,600
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Exhibit Section
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Potential Alliances & Development 
Opportunities

Health Care Crisis & Opportunity –
Rural America

Select Achievements & Recognition

Sabine High School Revitalization 
Project Site Location Attributes



Potential Alliances & Development Opportunities

Innovative Community Investment Strategies: 
Partnerships between hospitals and health systems, public health and 
community development sectors and community-based organizations 
represent a major opportunity to significantly improve the health of 
neighborhoods and the people who live in them.
www.centerforcommunityinvestment.org and  
https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
African American Cultural Heritage Action Fund:
National Trust for Historic Preservation - https://savingplaces.org/african-
american-cultural-heritage#.YCQWUC1OIlQ
National Trust Community Investment Corporation (NTCIC): 
National Trust for Historic Preservation https://ntcic.com/
Fund helps National Park Service restore African American historical sites:
National Park Foundation 
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/fund-helps-national-
park-service-restore-african-american-historical-sites

National Park Service
Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance (RTCA) Program: 
www.nps.gov/orgs/rtca/index.htm
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https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/national/fund-helps-national-park-service-restore-african-american-historical-sites


Health Care Crisis & Opportunity – Rural America

Rural Americans face numerous health disparities compared with their urban
counterparts. More than 46 million Americans, or 15 percent of the U.S.
population, live in rural areas as defined by the U.S. Census Bureau. A series
of studies from CDC is drawing attention to the significant gap in health
between rural and urban Americans. Rural Americans are more likely to die
from heart disease, cancer, unintentional injury, chronic lower respiratory
disease, and stroke than their urban counterparts. Unintentional injury deaths
are approximately 50 percent higher in rural areas than in urban areas, partly
due to greater risk of death from motor vehicle crashes and opioid overdoses.
In general, residents of rural areas in the United States tend to be older and
sicker than their urban counterparts. Children in rural areas also face
challenges. A recent CDC study finds that children in rural areas with mental,
behavioral, and developmental disorders face more community and family
challenges than children in urban areas with the same disorders.

These challenges highlight the need for additional attention and resources
aimed at improving health in rural America. Rural areas could benefit from
improved public health programs that support healthier behaviors and
neighborhoods, and better access to healthcare services.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“The coronavirus pandemic shined a light on just how critical
issues surrounding disparities really are,” says Allen Karp,
executive vice president of healthcare management and
transformation at Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of New
Jersey (Horizon BCBSNJ). “There is no more time to waste in
addressing these socioeconomic factors that are wreaking
havoc on communities across the country.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Select Achievements & Recognition
“Sabine High School: Iconic local landmark worthy of preservation”

www.newsbreak.com June 9, 2020... 

Historic African American High Schools Preservation and Repurpose Initiative 

Sabine High School Revitalization (SHSR) was featured in Tulane News (8.20.2020) and The Architect’s Newspaper (9.17.2020). See news 
articles links below. Under a program highlighted in the Tulane News article, SHSR could 1) serve as a model for the Historic African 
American High Schools Preservation and Repurpose Initiative in the state of Louisiana and 2) become part of a state wide network of 
historically preserved and repurposed African American schools in Louisiana.

“Tulane researchers receive grant for preservation of historic African American schools” 

August 20, 2020, bbronst@tulane.edu

https://news.tulane.edu/pr/tulane-researchers-receive-grant-preservation-historic-african-american-schools

“Remnant Schools “At Tulane, faculty are re-purposing the legacy of Jim Crow across Louisiana” 

September 17, 2020, By Anna Marcum • Editor's Picks, Feature, Preservation, Southwest 

https://www.archpaper.com/2020/09/tulane-faculty-are-repurposing-the-legacy-of-jim-crow-across-
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Sabine High School Revitalization Project Site Location Attributes
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Western Louisiana region popular destination for a variety of outdoors activity, with access to Toledo Bend Reservoir, Hodges Gardens, and features nine additional listings 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 

Many, Louisiana - The “Seat” of Sabine Parish 

Many (Sabine Parish) Louisiana - The “Heart of Toledo Bend”. One of the first eight Certified Retirement Communities announced by Governor Nungesser in 2018.

Many (Sabine Parish) Louisiana - Home of The Twelfth District, Number Three Association, non-profit faith-based organization

SHSRP site - 1.5 miles from Many, Louisiana central business district 

SHSRP site - less than 50-100 yards south of Highway 6 (San Antonio Avenue - main Toledo Bend route) on Highland Avenue 

SHSRP site - one block from Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue 

SHSRP site - within walking distance of two churches, two apartment complexes and one or more residential community(s) 

SHSRP site - 20 plus miles west of Interstate 49

SHSRP site – Fort Jesup, located on Louisiana Highway 6 (also known as the El Camino Real de los Tejas National Historic Trail), seven miles northeast of Many.
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Sabine High School Alumni 

Kenneth Freeman | Mayor, Town of Many

Robert Hable, Jr. | Mayor-Elect, Town of Many 

Mike McCormic | President, Sabine Parish Police Jury

William Ruffin | Sabine Parish, Police Juror

Linda Curtis-Sparks | Tourism Director, Sabine Parish

Jack Skaggs | President and CEO, Coordinating & Development 
Corporation

Andy Ferrell | Deputy Director, National Center for Preservation 
Technology and Training, National Park Service

Thanks and Appreciation
We are a faith-based organization representing 17 churches in Sabine Parish. We are people of faith and we are grateful to those individuals and organizations with whom God has allowed
us to find favor thus far in Sabine High School Revitalization journey. We have a hope that others will join 12th District as it seeks - the preservation of the legacy of one of the Historic African
American schools in the State of Louisiana; and the repurpose of its administration and education buildings, gymnasiums, auditoriums and fields… for the benefit of the health and wellness of
rural and urban communities in Sabine and surrounding parishes in Northwestern Louisiana.

Pastor Donny Edmonson, President, 12th District, Number Three Association, Inc.

Benny Puckett | Office of Cultural Development, Louisiana State Historic 
Preservation

Brian Davis | Executive Director, Louisiana Office of Cultural Development

Laura Ewen Blokker | Interim Director, Tulane School of Architecture 
Preservation Studies Program

Tracey Antee | Director, Opelousas General Hospital Foundation (OGHF), 
St. Landry Parish Alliance, South City Park Walking Trail

Suzanne Williams | Grant Writer, Mayor’s Office, Town of Many

BlueCross BlueShield of Louisiana (BCBSLA) Foundation – Virtual 
Learning Series

Exploratory Committee

SHSRP Advisory Group

Thank You Friends & Supporters

Special Thanks 
Laura Ewen Blokker | Tulane School of Architecture, Preservation Studies Program 
Biennial Richard L. Blinder Award 2020 Grant | Preservation of Historic African American Schools
Tulane News | August 20, 2020 Article
Architect’s Newspaper | September 17, 2020 Article
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S
abine High School, listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places,. is a significant resource in the areas of education 
and ethnic heritage because it provided very im

portant 
educational opportunities for African Am

ericans in Sabine 
Parish, 

Louisiana. 
First 

founded 
as 

the 
Sabine 

Parish 
Training School in 1928, the cam

pus has a long history at its location 
on Highland Avenue. The existing buildings w

ere constructed in 1957 
to replace a circa 1928 Rosenw

ald School. Sabine High School w
as 

desegregated in 1970, at w
hich point the cam

pus becam
e M

any Junior 
High School until its closure in 2001. Soon thereafter, the Tw

elfth 
District, Num

ber Three, Association, an African-Am
erican non-profit, 

secured the property w
ith the intent of rehabilitating the school into 

a m
ulti-use com

m
unity resource.

Sabine 
High 

School 
is 

a 
significant 

intact 
exam

ple of M
id-Century Architectural Design.

Few
 m

odifications or renovations have been m
ade. As such, the 

12 acre cam
pus retains a high degree of integrity of location, setting, 

m
aterials, design, w

orkm
anship, feeling, and association.

Sabine H
igh School Revitalization 

Property 
O

verview
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T
he objective of the Property Condition Assessm

ent is to develop 
an understanding of the subject property, through interview

s, 
review

 
of 

existing 
conditions, 

and 
docum

ents. 
 

Using 
this 

inform
ation, w

e com
pare conditions against new

 construction 
and recom

m
end follow

 up action. O
rder of m

agnitude costs to 
im

plem
ent the recom

m
endations are developed.  The Property Condition 

Assessm
ent should be considered a report of existing conditions only, not 

one that evaluates future actions regarding the property.

Sabine H
igh School Revitalization 

�Property 
C

ondition 
A

ssessm
ent

M
ethodology

A standardized 
rubric 

w
as 

used 
to 

quantify 
each 

building’s 
general condition, including m

ajor system
s and construction 

m
eans, accounting for age of facility and history of upgrades. 

Com
ponents 

review
ed 

include 
m

ajor 
system

s 
- 

roofing, 
structure, exterior and interior w

alls and finishes, m
echanical, 

plum
bing and electrical system

s, life safety condition,  and general 
analysis of condition of property related to age, deferred m

aintenance, 
energy effi

ciency, site conditions, and hazardous m
aterials.  

  Buildings are rated [168] best condition to [840] to w
orst condition.
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1957
63

9,438
C

High School
763

R
enovate or R

eplace
1957

63
8,349

D
Industrial Arts

759
R

enovate or R
eplace

1957
63

3,600
G
ym

nasium
725

R
enovate or R

eplace
1957

63
10,448

F
Band Hall

N
/A

R
em

ove
1970

50
2,100

G
Bathroom

 Building
N

/A
R

em
ove

1970
50

875
49,666

PR
O

PER
TY C

O
N

D
ITIO

N
 ASSESSM

EN
T

SC
O

R
IN

G
 M

A
TR

I X
Low

 End
H

igh End
Superior C

ondition
168

265
Adequate C

ondition
198

385
N

eeds M
aintenace

298
460

R
enovate

373
586

R
enovate or R

eplace
498

840

Elevators and Stairs rem
oved from

 scoring consideration

Property C
ondition 

A
ssessm

ent
Property C

ondition 
A

ssessm
ent

SABIN
E H

IG
H
 SCH

O
O
L 

REVITALIZATIO
N

A
ll of the five prim

ary cam
pus buildings w

ere ranked in the w
orst category, scoring betw

een 725 and 763, w
ith 

a recom
m

endation to renovate or replace the facilities.  For the m
ost part, all buildings are in generally 

poor condition internally, although if im
m

ediate steps can be taken to enclose the envelopes from
 further 

w
eather dam

age and decay, the five m
ajor buildings all have good structure and exterior envelopes. The 

largest needs are roofing and roof deck, new
 m

echanical, electrical, and plum
bing system

s, new
 interior 

finishes throughout, replacem
ent of all w

indow
s and doors, and abatem

ent of existing hazardous m
aterials and 

debris rem
oval.  Given the historic significance of the property, w

e recom
m

end full rehabilitation of the five prim
ary 

buildings, w
ith rem

oval of the tw
o non-contributing buildings.



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Adm
inistration / Cafeteria Building

Protected by new
er m

em
brane roof

Exterior and interiors in good condition
Interiors in generally good condition
Needs all new

 system
s (M

EP, fire safety)
Needs interior finishes and doors
Needs brick repair, repointing, w

indow
s

Features m
ost M

id-Century detailing
Asym

m
etrical front elevation gables 

Typical ribbon w
indow

s
Breezew

ay betw
een tw

o buildings
Perforated brick screen w

all
Front canopy design intact 

Front Door to Cam
pus 

Should be brought back to original
Should be focal point of entrance



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Elem
entary Building

New
er m

em
brane roof holding w

ater
Exterior and interiors in good condition
Interiors in generally good condition
Needs all new

 system
s (M

EP, fire safety)
Needs interior finishes and doors
Needs brick repair, repointing, w

indow
s

Best condition of three classroom
 w

ings
Typical flat roof w

ith overhangs
Typical ribbon w

indow
s

Brick painted from
 original unpainted

Good candidate for rehabilitation
Sm

allest classroom
 w

ings 6,408 s.f.
Likely easiest to restore relative to cost
No structural failure or dam

age
Proxim

ity to Adm
inistration entry point



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

M
iddle School Building

O
riginal roofing, failure allow

s w
ater in

Exterior in good condition
Interiors need substantial renovation
Needs all new

 system
s (M

EP, fire safety)
Needs interior finishes and doors
Needs brick repair, repointing, w

indow
s

M
oisture control to interior is critical

W
ater has allow

ed biological grow
th

M
ust be assum

ed to contain m
old

All interior surfaces require rem
oval

Decent candidate for rehabilitation
Largest classroom

 w
ing 9,438 s.f.

Likely expensive to restore
Som

e structural failure and dam
age

Faces Highland Avenue and parking



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

High School Building
O

riginal roofing, failure allow
s w

ater in
Exterior in good condition
Interiors need substantial renovation
Needs all new

 system
s (M

EP, fire safety)
Needs interior finishes and doors
Needs brick repair, repointing, w

indow
s

M
oisture control to interior is critical

W
ater has allow

ed biological grow
th

M
ust be assum

ed to contain m
old

All interior surfaces require rem
oval

Decent candidate for rehabilitation
Likely expensive to restore
M

oderate structural failure, dam
age



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Industrial Arts Building
O

riginal roofing, som
e w

ater intrusion
Exterior in average condition
Interiors need substantial renovation
Needs all new

 system
s (M

EP, fire safety)
Needs interior finishes and doors
Needs brick repair, repointing, w

indow
s

M
oisture control to interior is critical

M
ust prohibit further degrading

All interior surfaces require rem
oval

Good candidate for rehabilitation
Sm

all space at 3,600 s.f.
Few

er w
indow

s to replace
Is located at back of cam

pus



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Gym
nasium

O
riginal roofing w

est side, new
 on east

Exterior in very good condition
Interiors need substantial renovation
Needs all new

 system
s (M

EP, fire safety)
Needs interior finishes and doors
Needs brick repair, repointing, w

indow
s

Control of elem
ents is critical

M
ust prohibit further degrading

Special surfaces to be repaired
W

ood bleachers, gym
 floor, stage

Good candidate for rehabilitation
Large space ideal for gathering, events
Significant architecturally 



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Covered W
alks

O
riginal to 1957 design

Connect all buildings
Architecturally significant
Structure in good condition
Repair or replace roofs



BEARD + RISER ARCHITECTS	
SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Covered W
alks

O
riginal to 1957 design

Connect all buildings
Architecturally significant
Structure in good condition
Repair or replace roofs
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1.	
Equivalent Replacem

ent Cost

•	
46,690 square feet (not including Band Hall, Bathroom

)

•	
Low

 end $125 to high end $175 per square foot

•	
Cost to build new

: $6M
 to $8M

 roughly 

2.	
Rehabilitation - Phase I Cost

•	
Hazardous W

aste Abatem
ent and Debris Cleanup

•	
Assum

e asbestos in all buildings: roof, floor 
except Adm

in/Cafeteria and Elem
entary

•	
Assum

e m
old in all buildings w

ithout new
 roof

•	
Abatem

ent cost range $3 to $5 per square foot

•	
Cost to Abate and Clear: $95,500 to $159,700

•	
Securing Against Further Dam

age

•	
Lightw

eight tem
porary m

em
brane roof covering

•	
33,019 s.f. of roof @

 $3 to $5/s.f.

•	
Cost to secure: $99,057 to  $165,095

•	
Secure w

indow
 openings w

ith plyw
ood shutters

•	
3,030 s.f. of w

indow
s @

 $4 to $6/s.f.

•	
Cost to secure: $12,120 to $18,180

3.	
Total Phase I Cost Range - $206,177 to $342,975 

	
[M

edian Phase I cost of $274,576]

Sabine H
igh School Revitalization 

Prelim
inary C

ost O
pinion
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SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Lightw
eight Tem

porary M
em

brane Roof
•	

Coating provides UV resistance for up 
to one year

•	
Fabric reinforcem

ent to resist tears 
and punctures 

•	
Does not carry w

arranty
•	

Can be glued or screw
ed dow

n
•	

100 inch w
ide by 100 foot long rolls

FTR0017_02

FiberTite
® Roofing System

s

FiberTite
® Em

ergency P
reparation

For m
ore inform

ation, or to contact a FiberTite Roofing specialist, go to

w
w

w
.FiberTite.com

/B
lueRoof

 or call 330.20
2.7223

FiberTite
® is a registered trade nam

e of the Seam
an Corporation.

Copyright ©
 2018 Seam

an Corporation. All rights reserved.

B
LU

E R
O

O
F

TM

Tem
p

o
rary R

o
o

f M
em

b
ran

e

B
LU

E R
O

O
F

TM

Tem
p

o
rary R

o
o

f M
em

b
ran

e

B
LU

E R
O

O
F

TM

Tem
p

o
rary R

o
o

f M
em

b
ran

e

B
LU

E R
O

O
F

TM

Tem
p

o
rary R

o
o

f M
em

b
ran

e

FTR0017_02

D
o

n’t G
et C

aug
ht in the Sto

rm
FiberTite® B

lue Roof™ Tem
porary Roof 

M
em

brane is designed for use as a sem
i-

perm
anent m

em
brane for roofing repairs 

until perm
anent repairs can be m

ade.

• 
Ideal for the follow

ing roofing types: flat 
com

m
ercial, industrial, sloped

• 
C

an be used as a tem
porary roof for tear-off 

areas during new
 construction

• 
U

V
 resistant perform

ance up to 1 year

• 
A

brasion, tear and puncture resistant

• 
A

vailable in 10
0

” w
ide x 10

0
’ rolls

T
h

e co
atin

g
 o

n th
e ro

o
f m

em
b

ran
e p

ro
vid

es U
V

 resistant 
p

erfo
rm

an
ce u

p
 to

 1 year, an
d

 ab
rasio

n resistan
ce. T

h
e fab

ric 
reinfo

rcem
ent p

ro
vid

es b
o

th tear an
d

 p
u

n
ctu

re resistan
ce.

T
h

is fab
ric reinfo

rced
 th

erm
o

p
lastic ro

o
f m

em
b

ran
e can b

e 
m

ad
e w

atertig
ht b

y co
nventio

n
al co

m
m

ercial h
o

t-air w
eld

in
g

. 
Tem

p
o

rary seam
in

g
 an

d
 sealin

g
 m

eth
o

d
s m

ay in
clu

d
e th

e u
se 

o
f F

ib
erT

ite F
T

R
-10

1 G
eneral P

urp
o

se S
ealant, w

aterp
ro

o
fi

ng
 

cau
lk sealants, o

r ad
h

esive tap
es in

clu
d

in
g

 D
u

ct-Tap
e.

Sabine H
igh School Revitalization 

Protect A
gainst 

Further D
am

age

ROOFING
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SABINE HIGH SCHO

O
L REVITALIZATIO

N

Plyw
ood W

indow
 Shutters

•	
Protect openings

•	
Prevent m

oisture dam
age

•	
Can be fixed or operable if needed

•	
Paint w

ith protective coating
•	

W
ill require approval from

 Historic 
Preservation authorities

Sabine H
igh School Revitalization 

Protect A
gainst 

Further D
am

age

W
INDOW

S
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Feasibility Study Schedule and Deliverables
Septem

ber 29
Deliver Facility Condition Assessm

ent and Phase I Cost Estim
ate 

Septem
ber 30 - O

ctober 15
Develop Draft Space Planning Concepts &

 Phasing Plans

October 16: deliver Draft Space Planning Concepts &
 Phasing Plans

O
ctober 17 - 30

Revise Draft Space Planning Concepts &
 Phasing Plans

O
ctober 30: review

 Draft Space Planning Concepts

Novem
ber 1 - 12

Revise Space Planning Concepts, begin Cost Estim
ate

Novem
ber 12 -14 Site Visit to M

any  

Novem
ber 13 Saturday : O

utreach: Public W
orkshop #1

Novem
ber 16 - 30 

Incorporate feedback into Space Planning Concepts

Decem
ber 3: Deliver Draft Feasibility Study 

Prelim
inary Space Planning, Cost Estim

ates

January date TBD second O
utreach: Public W

orkshop #2 to share plan

January/February finalize revisions to concepts, cost estim
ates, phas-

ing

February 20 deliver Feasibility Study

Sabine H
igh School Revitalization 

Schedule 
Review
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PS Form
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M

B N
o. 1024-0018 

 

1 
  United States Departm

ent of the Interior 
N

ational Park Service 
N

ational R
egister of H

istoric Places R
egistration Form

 
 This form

 is for use in nom
inating or requesting determ

inations for individual properties and districts. S
ee instructions in N

ational R
egister Bulletin, H

ow
 

to C
om

plete the N
ational R

egister of H
istoric Places R

egistration Form
. If any item

 does not apply to the property being docum
ented, enter "N

/A" for "not 
applicable." For functions, architectural classification, m

aterials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from
 the instructions. 

 
1. N

am
e of Property 

H
istoric N

am
e: Sabine H

igh School 
O

ther N
am

es/Site N
um

ber: Sabine Parish Training School, M
any Junior H

igh School 
N

am
e of related m

ultiple property listing: N
/A

 
 

2. Location 
Street & N

um
ber: 850 H

ighland Avenue
 

C
ity or tow

n: M
any  

 
 

State: LA 
 

 
C

ounty: Sabine 
N

ot for Publication: 
 

 
 

Vicinity: 
 

 
3. State/Federal Agency C

ertification
As the designated authority under the N

ational H
istoric Preservation Act, as am

ended, I hereby certify 
that this 

 nom
ination 

 request for determ
ination of eligibility m

eets the docum
entation standards 

for registering properties in the N
ational R

egister of H
istoric Places and m

eets the procedural and 
professional requirem

ents set forth in 36 C
FR

 Part 60. In m
y opinion, the property 

 m
eets 

 does 
not m

eet the N
ational R

egister C
riteria.  

 I recom
m

end that this property be considered significant at the follow
ing level(s) of significance: 

 national  
 state 

 local  
 Applicable N

ational R
egister C

riteria: 
 A      

 B 
C

 
D

  
  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of certifying official/Title: Kristin Sanders, State H

istoric Preservation O
fficer            D

ate 
Louisiana D

epartm
ent of C

ulture, R
ecreation, and Tourism

 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal G

overnm
ent 

 In m
y opinion, the property 

 m
eets 

 does not m
eet the N

ational R
egister criteria.  

 Signature of com
m

enting official:                                                                               D
ate 

 Title:                                                            State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal G
overnm

ent 
 



U
nit ed States D

epartm
ent of the Interior 

    N
ational P

ark S
ervice / N

ational R
egister of H

istoric P
laces R

egistration Form
  

N
PS Form

 10-900  
          O

M
B

 N
o. 1024-0018 

Sabine H
igh School 

Sabine Parish, LA 
N

am
e of P

roperty 
 C

ounty and State 

2 

4.
N

ational Park C
ertification

I hereby certify that the property is:  
___ entered in the N

ational R
egister 

___ determ
ined eligible for the N

ational R
egister 

___ determ
ined not eligible for the N

ational R
egister 

___ rem
oved from

 the N
ational R

egister 
___other, explain: ___________________________ 

Signature of the K
eeper 

D
ate of Action 

5.
C

lassification
O

w
nership of Property (C

heck as m
any boxes as apply.) 

 
Private 

X 
Public – Local 
Public – State 
Public – Federal  

C
ategory of Property (C

heck only one box.) 

X 
Building(s) 

 
D

istrict 
 

Site 
 

Structure 
 

object 

 
N

u m
ber of R

esources w
ithin Property  

(D
o not include previously listed resources in the 

count)     C
ontributing 

N
on-contributing

1
2 

Buildings
Sites
Structures
O

bjects
1

2 
Total

N
um

ber of contributing resources previously listed in the N
ational R

egister: 0 

6.
Function or U

se

H
istoric Functions (Enter categories from

 instructions.): Education: School 

C
urrent Functions (Enter categories from

 instructions.): Vacant/N
ot in U

se; Social: m
eeting hall 
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7. D
escription 

  
A

rchitectural C
lassification (Enter categories from

 instructions.):  
 

 
M

aterials: (enter categories from
 instructions.) 

foundation: C
oncrete

 
w

alls: Brick 
roof:  Poured in place  
other: N

/A
 

 
 

 
 

N
arrative D

escription 
(D

escribe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  D
escribe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin w
ith a sum

m
ary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, m
ethod of 

construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate w
hether the property has historic 

integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Sum

m
ary Paragraph 

 Sabine H
igh School is located one m

ile northeast of dow
ntow

n M
any in Sabine Parish, Louisiana. The tw

elve-
acre site is bordered by Sabine H

igh Street to the south, N
. R

obinson Street to the east, H
ighland Avenue to 

the w
est, and properties fronting onto San Antonio Avenue to the north. The school com

plex consists of 8 
buildings, 6 of w

hich are contributing and date to 1957 and c. 1960 arranged in a finger plan. The 
adm

inistration/cafeteria building and gym
nasium

 form
 the ends from

 w
hich Buildings A, B, C

, and D
 project 

from
 the w

est to the east. The non-contributing band hall is located to the north of the gym
 and the non-

contributing bathroom
 building is located betw

een Buildings B and C
. Buildings A, B, C

, the 
Adm

inistration/C
afeteria Building, and the G

ym
 w

ere all constructed in 1957. Building D
 w

as added shortly 
thereafter c. 1960. The tw

o non-contributing buildings w
ere added after 1970 w

hen the school w
as used as 

M
any Junior H

igh. These one-story buildings are designed in the m
odern style w

ith large expanses of ribbon 
w

indow
s set am

idst red brick construction. The gym
 and adm

inistration/cafeteria buildings have low
-pitched 

gabled roofs w
hile the lettered buildings have flat roofs. The school w

as historically the African Am
erican 

school for the entire parish, serving grades K through 12. After desegregation in 1970, the building served as 
the junior high for all of M

any through 2001. The buildings have not changed m
uch, if at all, since they w

ere 
used as Sabine H

igh School and thus, the cam
pus itself retains a high degree of integrity of location, setting, 

m
aterials, design, w

orkm
anship, feeling, and association. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
N

arrative D
escription  

 Site 
The tw

elve-acre school cam
pus includes 8 buildings. Tw

o – the band hall and bathroom
 building – w

ere 
constructed after 1970, w

hen the school w
as desegregated and becam

e M
any Junior H

igh School. O
f the 

rem
aining 6, 5 w

ere built in 1957. The sixth – Building D
, the Industrial Arts Building - w

as constructed c. 1960. 
In front of Buildings B and C

, there is an open courtyard that has basketball courts. O
riginally, this w

as a 
grassy yard as seen in the below

 historic photo. 
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F

igure 1.  V
iew

 of the green space in front of B
uildings B

 and C
. T

his photo also show
s the space betw

een these tw
o 

w
ings, w

here the bathroom
 building now

 stands. “H
istory of S

abine H
igh S

chool and B
lack E

ducation in S
abine P

arish: 
M

any, Louisiana S
ept. 1850 - M

ay 30, 1970.”  
 To the north of the school buildings, there is a large field that w

as previously used for football and baseball 
(See Figures 2-6). Based on historic photos, there w

ere a couple sm
aller, older buildings located in this field, 

but by the period of significance for the school (1957-1960), they w
ere no longer standing.  

 The playground for the school w
as located to the east of the Building C

 in an area that today is overgrow
n and 

w
ooded. O

ne can still see abandoned sw
ing sets from

 the back of Building C
.  

 O
riginal School B

uildings 
Prior to the existing 1957-1960 buildings, there w

as an eight-teacher R
osenw

ald School on the site. It w
as built 

in 1928 at a cost of $9,050
1. Based on historic aerials, the school w

as located in the sam
e spot as the existing 

school (See Figure 5). Per interview
s w

ith alum
ni and form

er teachers, the school w
as m

oved prior to 
construction of the 1957-60 buildings. This m

ove is confirm
ed by a historic photo that show

s Building C
 in the 

background, tw
o sm

aller w
hite buildings w

ith exposed rafter tails, and the R
osenw

ald School (See Figure 9).  
 Several historic photos exist show

ing the front and rear of the R
osenw

ald school. Additionally, decades of 
class pictures w

ere taken on the front steps of the school building giving detailed im
ages of this area of the 

school. The facade of the R
osenw

ald school featured a central entry w
ith a projecting front gabled porch. 

Flanking this entry w
ere tw

o sets of five w
indow

s. At each end of the building, there w
as a sm

all w
ing 

projection w
ith three w

indow
s. Every w

indow
 in the building w

as a double hung 9/9 w
ood w

indow
. The m

ain 
entrance had a set of double doors w

ith a m
ulti-lite transom

 above it (See Figures 7-8).  
 The rear elevation of the building (See Figure 5) also had a central entry, but it did not have a projecting porch 
over it. It w

as recessed w
ithin the elevation. There w

as a rear facing cross gable w
ith attic vent. Flanking the 

central rear entry w
ere tw

o sets of five double hung w
indow

s. N
o pictures exist show

ing w
hat the far ends of 

each side of the rear elevation looked like. It is assum
ed it m

irrored the facade.  
                                                               
1 Fisk d

atab
ase

? 
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  R

esearch into the plan of an eight-teacher school proved fruitless in finding a good exam
ple of layout. Several 

seven teacher plans w
ere found, but these all included large auditorium

s. Based on photos, it is not believed 
that the M

any R
osenw

ald School had a large auditorium
. It m

ay have had a sm
aller one incorporated into the 

plan, but it is not clear from
 the historic photos seen below

.  
 

 
F

igures 2 and 3. Left: 1957 topo m
ap show

ing the form
er R

osenw
ald S

chool on site. R
ight: 1988 topo m

ap show
ing the 

existing school layout consisting of buildings constructed in 1957-60. http://historicalm
aps.arcgis.com

/usgs/.  
 

 
F

igure 4. H
istoric A

erial from
 1954 on the left show

ing the R
osenw

ald school in the sam
e location as the existing school. 

T
he baseball field w

as located to the north. 2015 aerial is located on the right. Im
age courtesy of w

w
w

.historicaerials.com
.  
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F

igure 5. U
ndated photograph of the S

abine H
igh S

chool m
en’s and w

om
en’s basketball team

s. T
he original 1928 

R
osenw

ald school can be seen in the background. T
his is the rear elevation. Im

age courtesy of W
illiam

 C
urry.  

 

 
F

igure 6. T
he facade of the R

osenw
ald school that form

erly stood on the site. T
he front entrance can be seen to the left of 

the tree. “H
istory of S

abine H
igh S

chool and B
lack E

ducation in S
abine P

arish: M
any, Louisiana S

ept. 1850 - M
ay 30, 

1970.” 
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F

igure 7. T
he front entrance of the school seen in one of m

any class photos taken for the school. T
his is the class of 

1945. “H
istory of S

abine H
igh S

chool and B
lack E

ducation in S
abine P

arish: M
any, Louisiana S

ept. 1850 - M
ay 30, 1970.” 

 

 
F

igure 8. T
his is the last class photo w

here the old R
osenw

ald school is definitively standing.  “H
istory of S

abine H
igh 

S
chool and B

lack E
ducation in S

abine P
arish: M

any, Louisiana S
ept. 1850 - M

ay 30, 1970.” 
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  1957 B

uildings  
In 1957, five of the six school buildings w

ere constructed. The R
osenw

ald school w
as m

oved to the north near 
the baseball field per alum

ni and form
er teachers. This is confirm

ed by the follow
ing photo w

hich show
s w

hat is 
believed to be Building C

 in the upper left corner w
ith older school buildings still extant. All of the 1957-1960 

buildings are constructed out of sm
ooth red brick, w

ith flat roofs, and m
ost have projecting roof canopies 

supported by exposed steel roof rafters. The general design of the school is typical of M
id-C

entury schools w
ith 

large bands of steel w
indow

s set atop sim
ple brick lintels.  

 

 
F

igure 9. T
his photo show

s B
uilding A

 in the upper right corner and older buildings associated w
ith the R

osenw
ald school 

in the background.  Im
age courtesy of W

illiam
 C

urry.  

Adm
inistration B

uilding/C
afeteria (C

ontributing), 1957 (See Photos 1-3, 31-39) 

O
f the six school buildings, this building has the m

ost M
id-C

entury m
odern design details. O

riginally 
constructed w

ith a breezew
ay betw

een the adm
inistrative offices and the cafeteria, this building has an 

asym
m

etrical front gabled roof w
ith the m

ajority of the elevation being on the right side w
here the cafeteria is. 

Façade (see Photo 1): The central breezew
ay w

as enclosed at a later date to keep the space conditioned and 
has a set of glass double doors w

ith glazing all around. To the left, w
here the adm

inistrative offices w
ere, is a 

blank red brick w
all. To the right, there are three large bays w

ith w
indow

s (steel w
indow

s in w
ood fram

es) in 
alm

ost the entirety of them
. Each bank of w

indow
s has nine overall lites w

ith the bottom
 tw

o being double hung 
w

indow
s. The top three sashes are inoperable and extend all the w

ay to the roofline. Betw
een each bay, there 

is a slightly projecting pilaster. These w
indow

s form
 the m

ain cafeteria space and provide a lot of natural light 
into the space. To the right of the cafeteria space is another large blank red brick w

all, w
hich the back of house 

for the cafeteria. 

Southern Elevation (see Photo 3): This w
as the service side of the building w

ith a sm
all loading dock, recessed 

rear entry at the left and a boarded over central section. 

Eastern Elevation (see Photo 7): This elevation alm
ost m

irrors the facade except for w
here one of the large 

w
indow

 sections is. The southernm
ost bay, instead of being all w

indow
s, includes a set of double 

doorsproviding access into the cafeteria space from
 Building A. There is also one sm

all entry door into the 
adm

inistrative section on the northern end of this elevation. 

N
orthern Elevation (see Photo 26): This elevation features tw

o 4/2 w
indow

s at the far left. There is a section of 
blank brick w

all and then nine m
ore 4/2 aw

ning style w
indow

s. There are no doors on this elevation. 
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  Interior (see Photos 31-39): The central breezew

ay has a carpeted floor and the original exposed brick w
alls of 

each side of this building are painted. To the left are adm
inistrative offices and to the right is the cafeteria. The 

cafeteria itself is a large open room
 w

ith a linoleum
 floor and acoustic tile ceiling. The service w

indow
s and 

doors are on the southern elevation of this room
.  

 
F

igure 10. T
he graduating class of 1958 in front of the adm

inistration/cafeteria building. N
ote the open bree

ze
w

ay at 
center. It w

as later enclosed. “H
istory of S

abine H
igh S

chool and B
lack E

ducation in S
abine P

arish: M
any, Louisiana 

S
ept. 1850 - M

ay 30, 1970.”  

B
uilding A, Elem

entary School (C
ontributing), 1957 (See Photos 4-6, 40-42) 

A canopy connects all of the lettered buildings to the gym
 and adm

inistration/cafeteria buildings. An additional 
courtyard type space is located in betw

een the adm
in/cafeteria building and Building A - the elem

entary school 
serving grades 1 through 3. It is currently enclosed w

ith chain link fencing. This building served as the 
elem

entary school and is the only building that has been painted. The rest are the original exposed red brick. 
This building has seven classroom

s arranged around a central hall. 

W
estern Elevation: This elevation w

ould likely be called the facade of this building and features a central 
recessed entry w

ith double doors and single lite transom
. There are no other openings on this elevation. 

Southern Elevation: This elevation features a bank of 8 steel w
indow

s, a single door, a set of five steel 
w

indow
s, a door, a set of 8 steel w

indow
s, a third door, and tw

o m
ore w

indow
s. The w

indow
s on this building, 

as on all of these w
ings, are typical M

id-C
entury m

odern w
indow

s w
ith sections that are aw

ning style w
indow

s 
and open. The individual w

indow
s them

selves are ten lites total w
ith tw

o four lite sections and tw
o lite 

“transom
” of sorts at the top. The bottom

 tw
o lites of the bottom

 sash and the m
iddle sash are the tw

o sections 
of the w

indow
s that are operable. This elevation and the northern elevation have extended rooflines to form

 a 
canopy over the entirety of the building’s length. The canopy is supported by num

erous exposed roof rafters. 

Eastern Elevation: The eastern, or rear, elevation of this building is blank save for the central recessed entry. It 
has double doors and a single lite transom

 above. A covered w
alkw

ay leads from
 this rear entrance to a 

sidew
alk connection to Building B and to the form

er playground behind the school. 

N
orthern Elevation: This elevation has four classroom

s facing onto the grassy space betw
een it and Building B. 

There are four doors leading to the exterior, w
hich replaced earlier w

indow
s per alum

ni. From
 east to w

est, 
there are six w

indow
s, a door, six w

indow
s, a door, 8 w

indow
s, a door, 7 w

indow
s, a door, and 1 m

ore w
indow

. 
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  Interior (see Photos 40-42): The interior of this building is in the best condition of the classroom
 buildings. It 

has a central hall w
ith tile floor and an acoustic tile ceiling, w

hich is a m
ore recent alteration (other classroom

 
buildings have taller hallw

ay heights). The classroom
s have carpeted floors, chalkboards on the w

alls, and 
individual bathroom

s as these w
ere the elem

entary room
s. 

B
uilding B

, M
iddle School (C

ontributing), 1957 (See Photos 10-13, 43-45) 

Building B served as the m
iddle school w

ith grades 4 through 8. Like Building A, this building also has a 
projecting canopy supported by exposed roof rafters. There are 10 classroom

s in this building arranged along 
a central w

est/east hallw
ay. 

W
estern Elevation: This elevation, w

hich w
ould likely be called the facade of the building, features only a 

recessed central entry w
ith double doors and a single lite transom

. 

Southern Elevation (see Photo 10): This elevation has an alm
ost centrally located recessed entry that connects 

to the m
ain central hall of Building B. It has a set of double doors w

ith a single lite transom
. To its left are three 

steel w
indow

s set higher in the w
all, as these are in the bathroom

. There are then 16 steel w
indow

s m
atching 

those found on Building A. To the right of the side entrance, there are 24 w
indow

s. 

Eastern Elevation (see Photo 12): This elevation, like all of the other classroom
 w

ings, features only a 
recessed central entry w

ith double doors and a single lite transom
. 

N
orthern Elevation (see Photo 11): This elevation has no openings outside of 44 w

indow
s. 

Interior (see Photos 43-45): This building w
as inaccessible outside of standing at the end of the hallw

ay and 
taking photos through the w

indow
s as it is currently storing m

any pallets. The central hallw
ay is painted cinder 

block and has a full height ceiling. M
any of the glass panes in the w

indow
s have been broken and there are 

clearly roof leaks as there is biological grow
th inside the classroom

s. D
espite this w

ater dam
age, the interior 

w
alls are intact and the classroom

s rem
ain in their original condition com

plete w
ith chalkboards. 

B
uilding C

, High School (C
ontributing), 1957 (See Photos 14-16, 19, 46-49) 

Building C
 served as the high school w

ith grades 9 through 12. It also has the library located at its w
estern 

end. There are seven classroom
s in this building arranged around a central hall. The library has a janitor’s 

closet, a sm
all office, and the librarian’s desk arranged around the m

ain library space. 

W
estern Elevation: The facade of this building is blank along the library portion of the building. The classroom

 
section of this building is set back from

 the library and has a recessed central entry w
ith double doors topped 

by a single lite transom
. 

Southern Elevation (see Photo 14): The southern elevation of the library section has 12 steel w
indow

s. The 
classroom

 portion of the building has 29 steel w
indow

s. 

Eastern Elevation (see Photo 15): This elevation has a recessed central entry w
ith double doors and a single 

lite transom
 above. 

N
orthern Elevation (see Photo 19): This elevation has 32 steel w

indow
s. 

Interior (see Photos 46-49): The classroom
 portion of this building w

as locked and inaccessible. Photos w
ere 

taken through the w
indow

s. The classroom
s are in varying condition, but rem

ain in better condition than those 
of Building B. They have vinyl tile floors, exposed ceiling structure, and chalkboards as seen in Building B. The 
central hall is painted cinder block. The library portion of the building has w

ater dam
age and the interior w

alls 
creating the office space have been dam

aged. M
any of the glass panes in the w

indow
s throughout the building 

have been broken, but the w
indow

 fram
es and structure rem

ain intact. 
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  B
uilding D

, Industrial Arts (C
ontributing), c. 1960 (See Photos 17-20, 50-52)  

This building served as the Industrial Arts building and has four classroom
s. They w

ere used for shop classes, 
hom

e econom
ics, and agricultural classes. 

W
estern Elevation (see Photo 50): This elevation has a recessed central entry w

ith double doors. 

Southern Elevation: This elevation has tw
o sets of 7 steel w

indow
s. 

Eastern Elevation (see Photo 17): This elevation has a recessed central entry w
ith double doors. 

N
orthern Elevation (see Photos 19 and 20): This elevation has tw

o sets of 7 steel w
indow

s. 

Interior (see Photos 50-52): The interior of this building includes a central hall of painted brick w
ith a tall ceiling 

height and exposed structure. This building has quite a bit of w
ater dam

age due to holes in the roof. Even w
ith 

the w
ater dam

age, m
ost of the w

alls are intact and the classroom
 size rem

ains in the original configuration. 
The chalkboards rem

ain as w
ell. 

G
ym

 (C
ontributing), 1957 (See Photos 22-23, 25, 30, 53-63) 

This building served as the gym
 and also has a stage on the inside that w

as used for m
usical perform

ances, 
plays, and other special occasions. There are locker room

s and storage located to the east of the stage. 

W
estern Elevation (see Photos 24 and 63): This elevation has a set of ribbon w

indow
s, steel aw

ning style, 
located along the roofline. There are a total of 12 w

indow
s w

ith a projecting m
etal canopy above them

. The 
elevation itself is divided into five bays w

ith the three central bays having the w
indow

s in them
. The tw

o outer 
bays are blank brick w

alls. 

Southern Elevation (see Photos 25 and 30): This elevation, w
hich serves as the facade for the gym

, has tw
o 

entries, each w
ith a set of double doors, located near the w

estern and eastern ends. There are three sets of 
louvered vents on this elevation as w

ell. There are four projecting colum
ns of bricks dividing this elevation into 

five bays. 

Eastern Elevation: This portion of the building is the back of the gym
 and has a centrally located set of double 

doors that lead to a storage room
. To each side of this is a locker room

. D
oors directly next to the storage room

 
and at the far end provide entrance into these locker room

s. There are w
indow

s located at the northern and 
southern ends of this elevation as w

ell as four w
indow

s betw
een the locker room

 doors. 

N
orthern Elevation (see Photos 22-23): This elevation m

irrors the southern elevation.  

Interior (see Photos 53-63): This building has the original basketball court, bleachers, stage, and locker 
room

/storage areas. A portion of the roof has been repaired over the eastern 2/3 of the building. The w
estern 

1/3 portion of the roof that has not been repaired has m
any holes that have allow

ed w
ater to enter the building 

(see Photos 57-59). D
espite this dam

age, the building retains a high degree of integrity. The stage is located to 
the east of the basketball court and features a rectangular proscenium

. As seen in Figure 11, the interior near 
the bleachers rem

ains unchanged from
 the historic period. The tw

o locker room
s, storage areas, and 

bathroom
s are located behind the stage.   
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F
igure 11. A

n 8th grade class poses in the gym
nasium

. It appears m
uch the sam

e as it did then save for w
ater dam

age.  
“H

istory of S
abine H

igh S
chool and B

lack E
ducation in S

abine P
arish: M

any, Louisiana S
ept. 1850 - M

ay 30, 1970.” 

B
athroom

 B
uilding (Non-contributing), Post 1970, see Photos 28-29 

This building is constructed out of cinder block and has tw
o doors on the front leading into the girl and boy 

bathroom
 spaces. It has a gabled roof running east to w

est. It is non-contributing due to the fact that it w
as 

constructed after the period of significance w
hen the school w

as used as M
any Junior H

igh. 

 B
and Hall (Non-contributing), Post 1970, see Photos 21-24 

This building is constructed out of concrete block and has tw
o blank w

alls. The southern and w
estern 

elevations have a door opening w
ith the one on the w

estern elevation being double doors. The southern 
elevation has tw

o single doors providing entry. The roof is a gable that is oriented east to w
est. It is non-

contributing due to the fact that it w
as constructed after the period of significance w

hen the school w
as used as 

M
any Junior H

igh. 

Integrity of the Site
 

The Sabine H
igh School cam

pus retains a high degree of integrity as there have been very few
 m

odifications 
m

ade to the school buildings after 1970. The buildings have suffered dam
age due to w

ater infiltration and 
neglect since the buildings have ceased being used as a school over the last 20 years. The 
adm

inistration/cafeteria building and Building A are in the best condition as they have been continually used as 
office space and as a daycare in recent years. O

ther buildings have at least som
e roof dam

age and 
consequently, interior w

ater dam
age. H

ow
ever, as these buildings w

ere constructed on concrete slabs w
ith 

steel structures and brick veneers, they are all am
azingly solid. There has been no settling and the cores of the 

buildings are intact. The only know
n alterations have been the painting of Building A, addition of acoustic tile 

ceiling in Building A, the addition of a few
 doors to Buildings A and B, and the enclosure of the breezew

ay on 
the Adm

inistration/C
afeteria building. O

utside of this, the Sabine H
igh School cam

pus buildings retain a high 
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  degree of integrity of location, setting, feeling, association, m
aterials, design, and w

orkm
anship. For this 

reason, Sabine H
igh School is eligible for listing on the N

ational R
egister of H

istoric Places.  

8. Statem
ent of Significance 

 
Applicable N

ational R
egister C

riteria (M
ark "x" in one or m

ore boxes for the criteria qualifying 
the property for N

ational R
egister listing.) 

 X 
A

 
Property is associated w

ith events that have m
ade a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
 

B
 

Property is associated w
ith the lives of persons significant in our past. 

 
C

 
Property em

bodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or m
ethod of 

construction or represents the w
ork of a m

aster, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represents a significant and distinguishable entity w

hose com
ponents lack individual 

distinction. 
 

D
 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, inform
ation im

portant in prehistory or history
  

C
riteria C

onsiderations:  
 X 

A
 

O
w

ned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes
 

B
 

R
em

oved from
 its original location  

 
C

 
A birthplace or grave 

 
D

 
A cem

etery 
 

E 
A reconstructed building, object, or structure

 
F 

A com
m

em
orative property 

 
G

 
Less than 50 years old or achieving significance w

ithin the past 50 years  
 

A
reas of Significance (Enter categories from

 instructions.):  Education, Ethnic H
istory: Black 

 
Period of Significance: 1957-1970 

 
 

Significant D
ates: 1928, 1957, 1970 

 
 

 
Significant Person (C

om
plete only if C

riterion B is m
arked above): N

/A 
 

 
C

ultural Affiliation (only if criterion D
 is m

arked above): N
/A 

 
 

 
A

rchitect/B
uilder (last nam

e, first nam
e): U

nknow
n 

 
Period of Significance (justification): The period of significance extends one year into the 50 year 
guideline as the cam

pus w
as desegregated in 1970, thus ending its tim

e as the only African Am
erican H

igh 
School in M

any.  
 

C
riteria C

onsiderations (explanation, if necessary): The Sabine H
igh School property is ow

ned by 
Tw

elfth D
istrict Baptist N

o. 3, how
ever it is being nom

inated for its significance in the areas of education and 
ethnic heritage: black. 
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  Statem
ent of Significance Sum

m
ary Paragraph (Provide a sum

m
ary paragraph that includes level 

of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable 
criteria considerations.)  
 Sabine H

igh School is locally significant under C
riterion A in the areas of education and ethnic heritage 

because it provided very im
portant educational opportunities for African Am

ericans in Sabine Parish. First 
founded as the Sabine Parish Training School in 1928, the cam

pus has a long history at its location on 
H

ighland Avenue. An eight teacher R
osenw

ald school served the African Am
erican com

m
unity of M

any and 
the surrounding parish for alm

ost 40 years w
hen the existing buildings w

ere constructed in 1957. The new
 

school, term
ed an equalization era school, provided a superb quality education for African Am

erican students, 
m

any of w
hom

 w
ould go one to pursue undergraduate, m

asters, and doctorate degrees. The period of 
significance begins w

ith 1957, the year the current buildings w
ere first constructed, and ends w

ith 1970, the 
year the school w

as desegregated. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
N

arrative Statem
ent of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   

 B
rief H

istory of M
any  

W
hen the Louisiana Purchase w

as m
ade in 1803, the area that m

akes up Sabine Parish w
as under Spanish 

rule. After the Louisiana Territory w
as created, this section of the state becam

e know
n as the N

eutral Land as 
the Spanish governor and general in charge of the Louisiana Territory agreed to keep it neutral until their 
respective countries could com

e to an agreem
ent. This led to fourteen years of no governm

ent in the N
eutral 

Land, w
hich soon becam

e a haven for outlaw
s. The Treaty of 1819 ended the law

lessness for the N
eutral Land 

as it becam
e part of the Louisiana territory. Sabine Parish w

as created in 1843 and w
as carved out of 

N
atchitoches Parish. The 1850 census listed 3,347 free persons and 1,168 enslaved persons in the parish. 2  

 The original parish seat w
as Baldw

in’s Store, w
hich w

as located on the El C
am

ino R
eal, an im

portant trade 
route connecting Louisiana to the w

est. 3 M
any, nam

ed for C
olonel Jam

es B. M
any, w

as later nam
ed the parish 

seat. Forty acres of land w
as donated and platted for the tow

n, w
hich consisted of a public square and eight 

streets. In 1880, the population of M
any w

as 147. Sixteen years later, the Kansas C
ity Southern R

ailroad w
as 

constructed through M
any. By 1901, the tow

n of M
any w

as expanded to be one square m
ile in size. M

ajor 
industries in M

any w
ere lum

ber, from
 the first decade of the 1900s through the 1930s, and oil, w

hich w
as 

discovered in 1926. M
any consistently grew

 over the tw
entieth century and its m

ost recent population w
as 

estim
ated at 2,790.  

 African Am
erican Education in Louisiana, Sabine Parish, and M

any  
 ***The follow

ing historic context for African Am
erican Education in Louisiana is taken from

 the John S. D
aw

son 
H

igh School N
ational R

egister N
om

ination. The original content is in italics. Further info that relates directly to 
Sabine H

igh School is not italicized..*** 
As in the rest of Louisiana, educational opportunities in Sabine Parish w

ere lim
ited prior to the C

ivil W
ar.  

Public sentim
ent did not favor taxation to support public schools and in 1843 there w

ere only private schools in 
Sabine Parish and those existed in just a few

 com
m

unities.  G
enerally, residents w

ho sought a quality 
education had to leave the parish. 4 The first efforts to create a public system

 w
ere m

ade in 1850. 5 The C
ivil 

W
ar radically disrupted education Louisiana along w

ith everything else.  At the end of the w
ar, the 

R
econstruction governm

ent attem
pted to establish adequate public schools to serve w

hite and African 

                                                             
2 John G

. Belisle, H
istory of S

abine P
arish, Louisiana, F

rom
 the F

irst E
xplorers and S

ettlers to the P
resent. Sabine 

Banner Press, 1912. Accessed via Sabine Parish, Louisiana, G
eneaology and H

istory W
ebsite. 

3 The El C
am

ino R
eal is one of the oldest roads in Am

erican history. It starts in N
atchitoches and goes all the w

ay to 
M

exico C
ity. It passes through M

any, M
ilam

 in Sabine C
ounty, TX; San Augustine, TX; N

acogdoches, TX; and C
rockett, 

TX. https://toledobendlakecountry.com
/history-el-cam

ino-real 
4 Bellisle, 166. 
5 Ibid., 167. 
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  Am
erican children across the state, but in a place w

here w
hite residents w

ere already predisposed against 
taxation for education even for w

hite children, creation of an racially inclusive public system
 w

as an 
insurm

ountable challenge.  M
ism

anagem
ent and corruption further im

peded educational progress.  Sabine 
Parish provides a quintessential exam

ple of this fact.  In 1871, six years into R
econstruction, the district 

superintendent reported that not a single school had been established in the parish. 6  The first record of a 
school board in the parish is from

 that year and at their N
ovem

ber m
eeting, the school board authorized 

em
ploym

ent of teachers for M
any w

hite and colored schools. 7  Tw
o years later, parish officials claim

ed that 
they now

 had tw
enty-nine schools, but that report w

as challenged w
hen a resident com

plained in 1874 that 
there had not been a public school in operation in the parish for tw

enty-tw
o m

onths.  This spurred investigation 
by the African Am

erican, R
epublican state superintendent, W

illiam
 Brow

n, w
hich produced a revised report of 

just four schools in the parish for approxim
ately 2,500 school-age children. 8 

 D
espite the difficult and uneven progress of public school developm

ent in Sabine Parish at the end of the 
nineteenth century, by 1909 the parish school board recorded 79 schools for w

hite children and 26 for African 
Am

erican children.  Am
ong those schools categorized as colored in the school board records betw

een 1896 
and 1909 w

ere M
any, Pine Flat, R

ed Lick, Short C
reek, Barr Lake, Elizabeth, Toro, and C

am
p C

reek.  In 
addition to these public schools, a new

 private school w
as created that w

ould greatly enhance African 
Am

erican education in Sabine Parish.  In N
ovem

ber of 1903, R
obert E. Jacobs established the Sabine N

orm
al 

and Industrial Institute in his hom
etow

n of C
onverse in Sabine Parish.  Jacobs had attended public schools 

and gone on to the historically black C
olem

an C
ollege in G

ibsland, Louisiana.  H
e w

as able to secure support 
from

 the Slater and Jeanes Funds for his school and 1914, the Sabine N
orm

al and Industrial Institute boasted 
eight faculty m

em
bers and seven buildings plus land and livestock (Figure 12). 9  The buildings included 

dorm
itories for boarding students from

 out of the area, including from
 Texas, to access this quality education. 10  

In 1916, a study by the U
S D

epartm
ent of the Interior docum

ented its attendance as 137 in elem
entary and 31 

in secondary. In this study, Sabine w
as listed w

ith G
audet Industrial H

om
e and School in N

ew
 O

rleans as the 
only tw

o big im
portant schools w

ith independent boards of trustees in the state.  Five schools of lesser size or 
im

portance w
ere noted, but not nam

ed. 11  This places Sabine as a leader in private African Am
erican 

education in the state, and it is in this school, that Sabine H
igh School has its roots. 

 A
t th

e be
g

inn
ing

 o
f th

e tw
en

tieth
 cen

tu
ry, pu

b
lic ed

u
ca

tion
 in Lo

u
isian

a w
a

s in
 a

 te
rrib

le
 sta

te
 of a

ffairs. T
h

e
 

sta
te

 co
n

stitu
tio

n
 o

f 1
89

8 ha
d le

ga
lly m

an
da

te
d

 the
 a

lrea
d

y sta
tu

s qu
o seg

re
ga

tio
n

 o
f scho

o
ls b

y ra
ce

, a
nd

 at 
th

at tim
e stud

en
ts o

f a
ll ra

ce
s w

e
re

 se
ve

re
ly un

de
rse

rve
d. T

h
e

 sta
te

’s p
ub

lic scho
o

l syste
m

 w
a

s ch
a

ra
cte

rize
d

 
b

y crud
e, de

te
rio

ra
tin

g
 sch

oo
l h

ou
se

s an
d

 a
bysm

a
lly low

 a
tte

nd
an

ce
. D

u
ring

 th
e first tw

o
 d

e
ca

de
s of the

 
ce

n
tu

ry, g
rea

t im
p

rove
m

en
ts w

e
re m

a
de

 in scho
o

l h
ou

se con
stru

ction
, cu

rricu
lu

m
 sta

nd
a

rd
iza

tio
n, an

d
 

a
tte

nd
an

ce
 th

ro
ug

h
 tra

n
sp

o
rta

tio
n

 a
d

van
ce

s an
d

 co
n

so
lid

atio
n. H

ow
e

ve
r, the

se
 de

ve
lo

p
m

e
n

ts ge
ne

ra
lly 

a
pp

lie
d

 on
ly to th

e
 w

h
ite scho

o
ls. In

 Lo
u

isia
na

’s u
n

de
rfun

de
d

 d
ua

l sch
oo

l syste
m

, A
frican

-A
m

e
rican sch

oo
ls 

re
ce

ived
 little

 to
 no

 in
ve

stm
e

nt fro
m

 the
ir pa

rish
 sch

oo
l bo

a
rds. T

h
e

 few
 scho

o
ls th

at d
id

 e
xist fo

r A
frica

n
 

A
m

e
rica

ns in
 ru

ra
l a

re
a

s w
e

re typ
ica

lly ta
ug

h
t in

 A
frica

n
 A

m
e

rican
 ch

u
rche

s o
r a

sso
ciated

 bu
ild

ing
s o

n
 ch

u
rch

 
p

ro
pe

rty. T
h

e d
isp

a
rity th

is cre
a

te
d be

tw
ee

n th
e

 tw
o sep

a
ra

te an
d

 sup
po

sed
ly e

qua
l sch

oo
l syste

m
s w

a
s 

b
la

ta
n

t.   

                                                             
6 A

nnual R
eport of the S

tate S
uperintendent of E

ducation, 1873, 101; Valm
ont Byles to State Superintendent W

illiam
 G

. 
Brow

n, 14 M
arch 1874, H

R
S, State D

epartm
ent fo Education R

ecords; J. F. Sm
ith to State Superintendent W

illiam
 G

. 
Bow

n, 13 April 1874, H
R

S, State D
epartm

ent of Education R
ecords in Ted Tunnel, T

he O
rdeal of C

arpetbagger M
arshall 

H
. T

w
itchell in the C

ivil W
ar and R

econstruction (Baton R
ouge: Louisiana state U

niversity Press, 2001), 150. 
7 Bellisle, 170. 
8 Tunnel, 150. 
9 W

illiam
 H

icks, H
istory of Louisiana N

egro B
aptists from

 1804 to 1914 (N
ashville: N

ational Baptist Publishing Board, 
1915). 
10 R

olanda Teal, “The C
om

m
unity of Saline.” Stephen F. Austin State U

niversity H
eritage C

enter, 
w

w
w

.sfasu.edu/heritagecenter/3407.asp (accessed O
ctober 21, 2019).  

11 D
epartm

ent of the Interior, Bureau of Education, N
egro E

ducation: A
 S

tudy of the P
rivate and H

igher S
chools for 

C
olored P

eople in the U
nited S

tates Vol. 1 (W
ashington: G

overnm
ent Printing O

ffice, 1917), 314. 



 U
nited States D

epartm
ent of the Interior                                                       N

ational P
ark S

ervice / N
ational R

egister of H
istoric P

laces R
egistration Form

  
N

PS Form
 10-900  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          O
M

B
 N

o. 1024-0018 
 

 
 

 
 

Sabine H
igh School 

 
Sabine Parish, LA 

N
am

e of P
roperty 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          C
ounty and State 

 

1
6
 

 

 
F

igure 12. T
he faculty of S

abine N
orm

al and Industrial Institute in 1914. W
illiam

 H
icks, H

istory of Louisiana N
egro Baptists 

from
 1804 to 1914 (N

ashville: N
ational B

aptist P
ublishing B

oard, 1915).  
 P

u
b

lic h
igh

 sch
oo

l ed
uca

tio
n

, w
h

ich
 w

a
s be

in
g so im

p
ro

ved
 fo

r w
h

ite
 stu

de
nts, re

m
a

ine
d

 n
on

-e
xisten

t fo
r 

A
frica

n A
m

e
rica

n
 stud

en
ts in

 L
ou

isia
na

 u
n

til the
 se

con
d

 d
ecad

e
 o

f the
 tw

e
n

tie
th

 cen
tu

ry. It is ind
icative

 o
f th

e
 

sta
tew

id
e circu

m
sta

n
ce

s th
at in 19

00
, th

e scho
o

l b
oa

rd
 o

f th
e re

lative
ly p

ro
g

re
ssive city o

f N
e

w
 O

rle
an

s 
o

fficia
lly re

du
ced

 ed
uca

tio
n

 fo
r A

frican
 A

m
e

rica
n

s to
 ju

st five
 g

ra
de

s. 12  T
h

rou
gh

ou
t the

 sta
te

, p
a

rticu
larly in

 
ru

ra
l a

rea
s, the

re
 h

ad
 n

e
ve

r be
en

 m
uch

 o
pp

o
rtu

n
ity fo

r se
con

da
ry edu

ca
tio

n fo
r A

frican
 A

m
e

rica
n

s an
d

 the
 

se
n

tim
e

n
t ag

a
inst it b

y p
a

rts o
f th

e
 w

h
ite po

pu
la

tion
 w

a
s stron

g
. A

 co
m

p
ro

m
ise

 b
e

tw
e

en
 th

e de
m

an
d o

f A
frican

 
A

m
e

rica
ns fo

r se
co

nd
a

ry e
du

ca
tion

 an
d th

e
 re

lu
cta

n
ce

 of ce
rta

in w
h

ite
s to

 p
ro

vide
 it w

a
s fo

und
 in

 the
 con

cep
t 

o
f “cou

nty tra
in

ing
 sch

oo
ls.” A

n
 A

frica
n A

m
e

rica
n

 e
du

ca
to

r, P
ro

fe
sso

r A
. M

. S
tra

ng
e

 o
f Lo

u
isian

a's T
a

ng
ip

ah
oa

 
P

a
rish

, first p
ro

po
sed

 the
 ide

a
 o

f a
 sch

oo
l th

at w
ou

ld
 e

m
p

ha
size

 ag
ricu

ltu
ra

l tra
in

ing
 an

d ho
m

e
 e

con
o

m
ics in 

1
91

0
. T

h
rou

gh
 h

is effo
rts, th

e T
an

g
ip

ah
oa

 P
a

rish
 T

ra
in

in
g S

ch
oo

l w
a

s op
en

ed
 in 19

11
. M

a
n

y o
th

e
rs a

cro
ss 

th
e sou

th w
e

re soo
n to fo

llo
w

.  In 1920-21, Sabine had one of nine parish training schools in Louisiana 
including Tangipahoa. 13  The Sabine Parish Training School developed out of the Sabine N

orm
al and Industrial 

Institute.   Professor R
obert E. Jacobs w

orked w
ith Superintendent W

. S. M
itchell to establish it as the parish 

training school. 14 Becom
ing the parish training school w

as another step in the evolution of this institution.    
 T

h
e

 qua
lity o

f p
ub

lic Lo
u

isian
a scho

o
l bu

ild
ing

s fo
r A

frican
 A

m
e

rica
n

s saw
 so

m
e im

p
ro

ve
m

en
t in the

 e
a

rly 
tw

e
n

tie
th

 cen
tu

ry, m
ostly th

rou
gh

 th
e

 sup
po

rt of the
 R

o
se

nw
a

ld
 F

u
nd

, a
 n

a
tio

na
l ph

ilan
th

ro
p

ic fou
nda

tion
. 

Through the years, the R
osenw

ald fund provided funding for six school buildings, plus tw
o teachers’ hom

es in 
Sabine Parish.  The schools that received funding w

ere M
any (date unknow

n), N
egreet (1923-24), Pine Flat 

(1928-29), Parish Training (1928-29), C
onverse (1929-30), and Pleasant H

ill (1929-30).  These w
ere three, 

four, and five teacher school buildings except for the Parish Training school, w
hich w

as an eight-teacher type.  
This building w

as constructed at a cost of $9050.00 on the H
ighland Avenue property in M

any w
here Sabine 

H
igh School stands today. 15  This site w

as conveyed to the parish school board in 1918 through an act of 
donation from

 D
ella Arm

strong w
ho had been born into slavery in 1930.  The land w

as given w
ith the 

stipulation that if it ever ceased to be used as a school it w
ould be conveyed to the Tw

elfth D
istrict Baptist 

                                                             
12 D

onald E. D
evore and Joseph Logsdon, C

rescent C
ity Schools: Public Education in N

ew
 O

rleans, 1841-1991 
(Lafayette: U

niversity of Southw
estern Louisiana, 1991), 118.  

13 T. H
. H

arris, S
tate S

uperintendent of P
ublic E

ducation of Louisiana S
ession of 1920-1921 (V

ol II, P
art II, of B

iennial 
R

eport)I, (Baton R
ouge: R

am
ires-Jones Printing C

o, 1922), 120. 
14 Edw

ard D
. R

edclay, C
ounty T

raining S
chools and P

ublic S
econdary E

ducation for N
egroes in the S

outh (Baltim
ore: 

M
onum

ental Printing C
o., 1935), 30. 

15  Fisk U
niversity R

osenw
ald D

atabase. http://rosenw
ald.fisk.edu/. Accessed July 2019. 
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  C
hurch.  It w

as w
ith the erection of this building in 1928 that this site in M

any w
as established as the new

 
center for African Am

erican secondary education in Sabine Parish.  R
osenw

ald records indicate that this 
facility included an elem

entary library and a high school library.    
 

 
 

F
igure 13. A

 program
 announcing the opening of the S

abine P
arish T

raining S
chool in 1936, eight years after it m

oved to 
the M

any cam
pus.  “H

istory of S
abine H

igh S
chool and B

lack E
ducation in S

abine P
arish: M

any, Louisiana S
ept. 1850 - 

M
ay 30, 1970.” 

  
In

 th
e 19
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s, fu

rth
e

r strid
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e
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a
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l bu
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n A
m

e
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n
s. B
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e d
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e
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m
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m
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h
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y the
 filing
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g
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 o
f 
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oo
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 1
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2, N

ew
 O

rle
an
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tto

rne
y, A

. P
. T

u
re

au
d

 file
d E

a
rl B

en
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m
in B

ush
 e

t a
l. v. O

rlea
n

s P
arish

 
S

cho
o

l B
oa

rd
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r th
e

 in
te

g
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ew

 O
rle
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oo
ls. A

 su
it w

a
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lso filed
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oo
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S
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e
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a
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a
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h
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e
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e

st F
e
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e

, su
its fro

m
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te
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w

e
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m
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e
 S
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m
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rt. F
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row
n

 v. B
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 of E
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o
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K

a
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a
ited

 re
view

 b
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d
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 su
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l d
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  im
p

ro
vin

g b
lack sch

oo
ls in

 u
ncle

a
r. N

ew
 m

o
de

rn
 fa

cilitie
s co

n
stru

cte
d

 fo
r A

frican
 A

m
e

rica
n

s in
 the

 19
50

s in
 

L
ou

isia
na

 a
pp

ea
r to ha

ve be
en

 de
rived

 fro
m

 A
frica

n
 A

m
e

rican
 d

e
m

an
d

s fo
r e

qua
l facilitie

s and
 fro

m
 

a
cknow

le
dg

e
m

e
nt b

y scho
o

l o
fficia

ls th
at new

 b
u

ild
in

g
s w

e
re tru

ly n
ee

de
d, even

 if w
h

ite vo
te

rs d
id

n
’t a

lw
a

ys 
a

g
ree

. R
e

ga
rd

le
ss of th

e
 im

p
e

tu
s b

eh
ind

 it, the
 con

stru
ctio

n o
f new

 m
od

e
rn scho

o
ls in

 the
 19

50
s p

ro
vid

ed
 

A
frica

n A
m

e
rica

n
s w

ith
 lo

ng
 aw

a
ited

 qua
lity lea

rn
in

g
 e

n
viron

m
en

ts a
nd

 w
e

re
 a

 so
u

rce of p
ride

 fo
r com

m
u

n
itie

s. 
Sabine H

igh School is an exam
ple of such a school.  

 H
ISTO

R
Y O

F SAB
INE HIG

H SC
HO

O
L  

As described above, the original building on H
ighland Avenue w

as an eight teacher R
osenw

ald school (see 
Figures 6, 7 and 8) built on land donated by D

ella Arm
strong. 16 In 1930, the principal of SH

S w
as M

.F. Fortson. 
Eight years later, an alum

nus of SH
S from

 the class of 1934, Thom
as Andrew

 M
axie, joined the staff as a 

teacher. By 1941, he w
ould becom

e principal, a post he w
ould hold until 1970 (Figure 14).   M

axie w
as 

principal w
hen m

odern new
 school plant that stands today w

as constructed in 1957.  W
hen the new

 buildings 
w

ere erected, the school w
as no longer know

n as Sabine Parish Training, but as Sabine H
igh School.  In this 

iteration, it w
as an institution that w

as at once both very m
uch a part of the m

odern m
id-tw

entieth century and a 
bearer of tradition dating back to the establishm

ent of Sabine N
orm

al and Industrial Institute in 1903.  As such, 
it continued the legacy of excellent education established and led by African Am

erican educators, but in 
m

odern m
asonry facilities w

ith individual w
ings for elem

entary, m
iddle, and high school and separate 

adm
inistrative, cafeteria, library, and gym

nasium
 spaces. 

   
F

igure 14. P
rincipal T

hom
as A

. M
axie.  “H

istory of S
abine H

igh S
chool and B

lack E
ducation in S

abine P
arish: M

any, 
Louisiana S

ept. 1850 - M
ay 30, 1970.” 

 
 The school w

as a parish w
ide school and students w

ho lived too far aw
ay to travel back and forth each day 

w
ould board in tow

n. Even after J. S. C
lark H

igh School for African Am
ericans w

as established in the late 
1950s at Zw

olle, eleven m
iles aw

ay tow
ards C

onverse, Sabine H
igh School continued to serve students from

 a 
large section of the parish.  In 1958-59, the enrollm

ent w
as 149 w

ith a graduating class of 33 and six 
teachers. 17 The elem

entary grades w
ere first through third, m

iddle school w
as fourth through eighth grade, and 

the high school w
as ninth through tw

elfth grade. Subjects taught in the elem
entary school w

ere the basic 
subjects taught at m

ost schools - m
ath, science, English, w

riting, and spelling. O
ne teacher w

ould teach all of 
                                                             
16  Personal Interview

 w
ith Sabine H

igh School alum
ni and form

er teachers, July 6, 2019. 
17 U

nited States Education O
ffice, D

irectory of P
ublic S

econdary D
ay S

chools, 1958-1959 (W
ashington, D

C
: U

S 
G

overnm
ent Printing O

ffice, 1961), 62. 
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  the subjects. In m
iddle school, other classes such as geography, m

usic, and penm
anship w

ere added, and the 
students started to change classes as teachers had specializations. The high school included industrial arts 
(agriculture, hom

e econom
ics, shop class, ceram

ics), chem
istry, biology, civics, geom

etry, and band. Alum
ni 

estim
ate that there w

ere about 30 kids per classroom
 and m

ultiple teachers per grade. W
illiam

 R
uffin 

rem
em

bers one year he had 48 students in one of his civics classes. As part of the hom
e econom

ics classes, 
taught by Evelyn Bush, the students (all girls) learned how

 to sew
 and design shorts. They w

ould then have to 
w

ear the shorts they m
ade to school. 18  

 The biggest event of the year at SH
S w

as H
om

ecom
ing. A big dance w

as held as w
ell as a parade. The 

elem
entary students helped to m

ake the flow
ers that decorated the floats. The floats them

selves w
ere kept a 

secret until the day of the hom
ecom

ing parade. A big lunch w
as held as part of the festivities and it w

as a large 
com

m
unity-w

ide event. There w
ere queens for each grade, including the elem

entary and m
iddle school 

grades. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
     

 
 

 

F
igure 15. T

he 1961 H
om

ecom
ing queens at S

H
S

.  Im
age courtesy of “H

istory of S
abine H

igh S
chool and B

lack 
E

ducation in S
abine P

arish: M
any, Louisiana S

ept. 1850 - M
ay 30, 1970.” 

 
O

ther extracurricular activities at the school include the band; basketball (both boys and girls), baseball, and 
football team

s; and plays. O
ne to tw

o plays w
ere held each year in the auditorium

 in the gym
 and these w

ere a 
com

m
unity-w

ide event. M
any events at the school w

ere part of the larger com
m

unity as seen through the 
follow

ing figure for com
m

encem
ent activities across the course of a w

eek in April.  
 Alum

ni and form
er teachers of Sabine H

igh School share fond m
em

ories of their tim
e at the school stating that 

the school “prepared us”, “gave us a solid foundation”, and “prepared us for life overall.” 19 In addition, the 
school w

as m
uch m

ore than that. Education didn’t stop in the classroom
 for the students. M

any of the students 
and teachers lived in the surrounding neighborhood and it w

as com
m

on to have the local neighbors, parents, 
and teachers look out for students as they w

alked hom
e. M

any teachers had taught generations of fam
ilies at 

the school and m
any alum

ni had returned as teachers and staff. The school and the com
m

unity w
ere 

intertw
ined creating a tight-knit fam

ily.  
 

 In 1970, this strong sense of com
m

unity w
as im

pacted by desegregation. W
hile desegregation w

as generally 
desired and w

ould afford the students and teachers new
 opportunities and resources, a negative result w

as 

                                                             
18 Personal Interview

 w
ith Sabine H

igh School alum
ni and form

er teachers, July 6, 2019. 
19 Personal Interview

 w
ith Sabine H

igh School alum
ni and form

er teachers, July 6, 2019. 
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  that this cultural connection w
ould be lost. O

ne alum
ni stated, “That’s one of the sacrifices w

e had to m
ake 

during integration. But w
e had to give it up because w

e gained a lot.” 20 Teachers and students alike  
w

ere sent to the previously all w
hite M

any H
igh School. Sabine H

igh School itself becam
e M

any Junior H
igh. It 

w
as a new

 experience for everyone. Som
e students stopped attending school as desegregation because of 

the unw
elcom

ing environm
ent of the new

 school, but it w
as not a significant num

ber. The students w
ere 

thankful to have som
e fam

iliar faces at M
any H

igh in their form
er SH

S teachers. The teachers, including 
W

illiam
 R

uffin and Evelyn Bush, said that desegregation w
as difficult for the teachers as w

ell: “It w
as just as 

m
uch of an adjustm

ent for us (teachers). The only thing they (the w
hite schools) had m

ore of w
as space and 

equipm
ent. They didn’t necessarily have m

ore know
ledge than us or our students.” 21 This further proves that 

Sabine H
igh School provided a solid foundation for its students.  

 Sabine H
igh School w

as vital in its historical role for African Am
erican education in Sabine Parish through 

1970. W
ith a school m

otto of, “W
e becom

e great from
 risk not security,” it’s no w

onder that Sabine H
igh School 

produced m
any strong, sm

art, and influential leaders w
ho w

ould go on to do great things locally, statew
ide, 

and nationally.  
 D

evelopm
ental H

istory/Additional historic context inform
ation 

 After 1970, Sabine H
igh School becam

e M
any Junior H

igh. It rem
ained open until 2001. 

 
9. M

ajor B
ibliographical R

esources
 

B
ibliography (C

ite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form
.)      

 Belisle, John G
. H

isto
ry o

f S
ab

in
e P

a
rish

, L
ou

isiana
, F

ro
m

 the
 F

irst E
xp

lo
re

rs an
d S

e
ttle

rs to the
 P

rese
n

t. 
Sabine Banner Press, 1912. Accessed via Sabine Parish, Louisiana, G

enealogy and H
istory W

ebsite. 
http://genealogytrails.com

/lou/sabine/historybook3.htm
l. Accessed Septem

ber 2019.  
 Blokker, Laura E. “The African Am

erican Experience in Louisiana.” H
istoric context prepared for the Louisiana 

D
ivision of H

istoric Preservation. 
https://w

w
w

.crt.state.la.us/Assets/O
C

D
/hp/nationalregister/historic_contexts/The_African_Am

erican_Ex
perience_in_Louisiana.pdf.  Accessed Septem

ber 2019.  
 Bush, Evelyn N

ew
ton, and C

larence Thom
as, Jr. H

isto
ry o

f S
a

b
in

e
 H

ig
h

 S
cho

o
l an

d
 B

la
ck E

du
ca

tion
 in

 S
ab

ine
 

P
a

rish
: M

a
ny, L

ou
isia

na. U
npublished book of photographs, inform

ation, and m
em

orabilia from
 Sabine 

H
igh School.  

 C
arruth, Viola. “Tow

ns & C
om

m
unities: M

any, Sabine Parish, La.” Sabine Index, M
any, LA, April 21, 1999. 

Accessed via U
S G

enW
eb Archives. http://files.usgw

archives.net/la/sabine/history/m
any.txt. Accessed 

Septem
ber 2019.  

 N
ational R

egister of H
istoric Places, John S. D

aw
son H

igh School, St. Francisville, W
est Feliciana Parish, 

Louisiana, N
ational R

egister #15000348.  
 Personal Interview

 w
ith Sabine H

igh School alum
ni and form

er teachers, July 6, 2019. Attendees included: 
Evelyn Bush, Tam

m
y R

eed, Victoria R
eed, Jew

eline Philyaw
, Lew

 Bush, Jam
es Kennedy, W

illiam
 

R
uffin, G

loria R
uffin, R

uby Palm
er, R

ev. Jacob M
axie, D

ebra L. W
oods Jones, Tom

m
y H

olm
es, C

onnie 
H

ow
ard, D

orothy M
cG

askey and D
olores H

olm
es Pegues.  

                                                             
20 Ibid.  
21 Ibid. 
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   Fisk U
niversity R

osenw
ald D

atabase. http://rosenw
ald.fisk.edu/. Accessed July 2019. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Previous docum

entation on file (N
PS):  

____ prelim
inary determ

ination of individual listing (36 C
FR

 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the N

ational R
egister 

____ previously determ
ined eligible by the N

ational R
egister 

____ designated a N
ational H

istoric Landm
ark  

____ recorded by H
istoric Am

erican Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by H

istoric Am
erican Engineering R

ecord # __________ 
____ recorded by H

istoric Am
erican Landscape Survey # ___________ 

 Prim
ary location of additional data:  

____ State H
istoric Preservation O

ffice 
____ O

ther State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local governm

ent 
____ U

niversity 
____ O

ther 
         N

am
e of repository: _____________________________________ 

 H
istoric R

esources Survey N
um

ber (if assigned): ____N
/A___________ 

 10. G
eographical D

ata 
 Acreage of Property: 12.7785 acres 
 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
D

atum
 if other than W

G
S84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decim
al places) 

1. 
Latitude: 31.573134 

Longitude: -93.474003  
2. 

Latitude: 31.573174 
Longitude: -93.473518  

3. 
Latitude: 31.573056 

Longitude: -93.473127 
4. 

Latitude: 31.573004 
Longitude: -93.472909 

5. 
Latitude: 31.573019 

Longitude: -93.472758  
  

6. 
Latitude: 31.573019 

Longitude: -93.472758  
7. 

Latitude: 31.572922 
Longitude: -93.472033  

8. 
Latitude: 31.570773 

Longitude: -93.472011  
9. 

Latitude: 31.570761 
Longitude: -93.474069 

 
Verbal B

oundary D
escription (D

escribe the boundaries of the property.) 
A 4.61 acre tract location in the northw

est quarter of the southw
est quarter of Sec. 23-7-11, beginning at 

the southw
est corner of the northw

est quarter of the southw
est quarter of said Section 23; running thence 

N
0°2’45” w

est a distance of 447.03 feet to a P.K. nail; running thence N
90°0’0” east a distance of 83.95 

feet to a ½
 inch iron rod; running thence a N

0°13’45” w
est a distance of 45.38 feet to a ½

 inch iron rod; 
running thence N

89°18’09” east a distance of 305.04 feet to a ½
 inch iron rod; running thence S0°33’1” 

east a distance of 524.27 feet to a ½
 inch iron rod; running thence S89°43’35” w

est at 378.44 feet past a ½
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iron rod; in all a total distance of 393.44 feet to the point of beginning.  See subm
itted boundary m

ap for 
clarification.  
 B

oundary Justification (Explain w
hy the boundaries w

ere selected.) 
The boundaries chosen reflect the historic boundaries of the property. 
 11. Form

 Prepared B
y 

 nam
e/title: Jessica R

ichardson, Laura Blokker 
organization: N

/A; Southeast Preservation  
street & num

ber: 251 Linda Ave; 11627 H
w

y 37  
city or tow

n: Baton R
ouge; G

reensburg    
 

state: LA 
 

zip code: 70806; 70441 
e-m

ail: jgrichardson28@
gm

ail.com
; lblokker@

sepreservation.com
  

telephone: 225-937-6022; 985-514-7802 
date: O

ctober 21, 2019 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Additional D

ocum
entation 

Subm
it the follow

ing item
s w

ith the com
pleted form

: 
 

M
aps:   A U

SG
S m

ap or equivalent (7.5 or 15 m
inute series) indicating the property's location.    

 
 Sketch m

ap for historic districts and properties having large acreage or num
erous resources.  

Key all photographs to this m
ap. 

 
Additional item

s:  (C
heck w

ith the SH
PO

, TPO
, or FPO

 for any additional item
s.) 

  Photographs 
Subm

it clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each im
age m

ust be 3000x2000 at 300 ppi 
(pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch m

ap. Each photograph m
ust be 

num
bered and that num

ber m
ust correspond to the photograph num

ber on the photo log.  For 
sim

plicity, the nam
e of the photographer, photo date, etc. m

ay be listed once on the photograph 
log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every photograph. 
 Photo Log 
 

N
am

e of Property: Sabine H
igh School 

C
ity or Vicinity: M

any 
C

ounty: Sabine Parish 
State: LA  
N

am
e of Photographer: Laura Blokker 

D
ate of Photographs: July 6, 2019 

 1 of 63: Facade of the adm
inistration/cafeteria building; cam

era facing east.  
 2 of 63: Southern section of the facade of the adm

inistration/cafeteria building; cam
era facing east. 

 3 of 63: Southern elevations of the adm
inistration/cafeteria building and Building A; cam

era facing northeast.  
 4 of 63: Southern elevations of the adm

inistration/cafeteria building and Building A; cam
era facing northw

est.  
 5 of 63: Eastern elevation of Building A; cam

era facing w
est.  
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  6 of 63: N
orthern elevation of Building A; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 7 of 63: Eastern elevation of the adm
inistration/cafeteria building; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 8 of 63: Eastern elevation of the adm
inistration/cafeteria building show

ing brick screen betw
een it and Building 

A; cam
era facing northw

est.  
 9 of 63: View

 of breezew
ay betw

een the adm
inistration/cafeteria building and Building A show

ing the brick 
screen; cam

era facing south.  
 10 of 63: View

 of the green space betw
een Buildings A and B; cam

era facing w
est.  

 11 of 63: Southern elevation of Building B; cam
era facing northw

est.  
 12 of 63: Eastern elevation of Building B; cam

era facing w
est. 

 13 of 63: N
orthern elevation of Building B; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 14 of 63: Southern elevation of Building C
; cam

era facing northw
est.  

 15 of 63: Eastern elevation of Building C
; cam

era facing northw
est.  

 16 of 63: Eastern elevation of Building C
 and view

 tow
ards form

er baseball field; cam
era facing northw

est.  
 17 of 63: Eastern elevation of Building D

; cam
era facing w

est. 
 18 of 63: Eastern elevations of Buildings C

, B, and A; cam
era facing southw

est.  
 19 of 63: N

orthern elevations of Building C
 and Building D

; cam
era facing south.  

 20 of 63: N
orthern elevations of Building C

 and Building D
, cam

era facing south.  
 21 of 63: N

orthern elevation of the Band H
all; cam

era facing south.  
 22 of 63: W

estern elevation of the Band H
all and northern elevation of the gym

; cam
era facing southeast.  

 23 of 63: W
alkw

ays betw
een the Band H

all and the northern elevation of the gym
; cam

era facing east. 
 24 of 63: W

estern elevation of the gym
; cam

era facing east.  
 25 of 63: Southern elevation of the gym

 and w
estern elevation of the library in Building C

; cam
era facing 

northeast.  
 26 of 63: N

orthern elevation of the adm
inistration/cafeteria building; cam

era facing south.  
 27 of 63: W

estern elevation of Building B; cam
era facing east. 

 28 of 63: W
estern elevation of the bathroom

 building; cam
era facing east.  

 29 of 63: Southern and eastern elevations of the bathroom
 building; cam

era facing northw
est.  

 30 of 63: Southern elevation of the gym
 as seen from

 the adm
inistration/cafeteria building; cam

era facing 
northeast.  
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   31 of 63: C
entral breezew

ay in the adm
inistration/cafeteria building; cam

era facing east.  
 32 of 63: View

 from
 central breezew

ay in the adm
inistration/cafeteria building looking tow

ards Buildings A and 
B; cam

era facing east.  
 33 of 63: C

onstruction plaque in the central breezew
ay of the adm

inistration/cafeteria building; cam
era facing 

north.  
 34 of 63: View

 of the adm
inistrative side of the adm

inistration/cafeteria building; cam
era facing southeast.  

 35 of 63: Interior view
 of the cafeteria; cam

era facing w
est.  

 36 of 63: Interior view
 of the cafeteria; cam

era facing east.  
 37 of 63: Interior view

 of the cafeteria; cam
era facing northeast.  

 38 of 63: Interior view
 of the cafeteria; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 39 of 63: View
 of the service entrance of the adm

inistration/cafeteria building; cam
era facing northeast.  

 40 of 63: H
allw

ay of Building A; cam
era facing w

est.  
 41 of 63: G

eneral classroom
 view

 in Building A; cam
era facing northw

est.  
 42 of 63: View

 from
 courtyard outside Building A looking tow

ards Building B; cam
era facing northw

est.  
 43 of 63: H

allw
ay of Building B; cam

era facing w
est.  

 44 of 63: G
eneral classroom

 view
 in Building B; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 45 of 63: View
 of aw

ning w
indow

s and overhang on Building B; cam
era facing w

est.  
 46 of 63: View

 of entry into library and classroom
 section of Building C

; cam
era facing east.  

 47 of 63: G
eneral classroom

 view
 in Building C

; cam
era facing southeast.  

 48 of 63: View
 of w

alkw
ay outside of the library in Building C

; cam
era facing southeast.  

 49 of 63: View
 of the interior of the library space in Building C

; cam
era facing southw

est.  
 50 of 63: W

estern entrance on Building D
; cam

era facing east.  
 51 of 63: H

allw
ay of Building D

; cam
era facing w

est.  
 52 of 63: G

eneral classroom
 view

 in Building D
; cam

era facing northw
est.  

 53 of 63: View
 from

 one of the southern entrances on the gym
; cam

era facing north.  
 54 of 63: View

 looking tow
ards stage in gym

; cam
era facing north.  

 55 of 63: View
 of one of the locker room

s in the gym
; cam

era facing east.  
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  56 of 63: View
 on the stage looking tow

ards the basketball court in the gym
; cam

era facing northw
est.  

 57 of 63: View
 from

 stage looking tow
ards the basketball court; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 58 of 63: View
 from

 stage looking tow
ards bleachers; cam

era facing w
est.  

 59 of 63: View
 of bleachers from

 just inside one of the southern entrances to the gym
; cam

era facing 
northw

est.  
 60 of 63: View

 of stage from
 the basketball court; cam

era facing east. 
 61 of 63: View

 of the original bleachers in the gym
; cam

era facing southw
est.  

 62 of 63: View
 of the stage and northern elevation of the gym

; cam
era facing east.  

 63 of 63: C
lose-up view

 of the w
ooden letters for “M

any Junior H
igh” on the w

estern elevation of the gym
; 

cam
era facing southeast.  

 
         

 Paperw
ork R

eduction Act Statem
ent:  This inform

ation is being collected for applications to the N
ational R

egister of H
istoric Places to nom

inate 
properties for listing or determ

ine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to am
end existing listings.  R

esponse to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance w

ith the N
ational H

istoric Preservation Act, as am
ended (16 U

.S.C
.460 et seq.). 

Estim
ated Burden Statem

ent:  Public reporting burden for this form
 is estim

ated to average 100 hours per response including tim
e for review

ing 
instructions, gathering and m

aintaining data, and com
pleting and review

ing the form
.  D

irect com
m

ents regarding this burden estim
ate or any aspect of 

this form
 to the O

ffice of P
lanning and P

erform
ance M

anagem
ent. U

.S. D
ept. of the Interior, 1849 C

. Street, N
W

, W
ashington, D

C
. 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA – Administration/Cafeteria Building Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA ‐ Building A Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA ‐ Building B Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA ‐ Building C Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA ‐ Building C, Library, Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA ‐ Building D Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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Sabine High School ‐ Sabine Parish, LA ‐ Gym Floorplan and Photo Key  
(Note: Not to Scale) 
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CAMPUS
STORY

VISION

GYMNASIUM

INDUSTRIAL 
ARTS

HIGH SCHOOL

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL

CAFETERIAADMIN.

REVITALIZE 
To be a multipurpose 
community center for 
Many, Sabine Parish, and 
Northwestern Louisiana.

RESTORE 
An intact significant 
Architectural Example Of Mid-
Century Modernism.

NARRATIVE
About “Separate But Equal,” 
an original 1890 Louisiana 
law that was later adopted 
in the Jim Crow South as 
a disenfranchisement tool 
against African Americans.

PROCEED
Through progressive 
partnerships, long-term 
economic development, and 
educational and recreational 
opportunities.

1 1739 University Ave. #305,  Oxford, MS 38 
Office: 662.455.2581
www.beardriser.com

COMMUNITY 
SABINE HIGH SCHOOL REVITALIZATION
MANY, LOUISIANA  / SABINE PARISH



A Community Center 
for the Center of a Region
OPPORTUNITIES AND BENEFITS

•	 Community Partnerships
•	 Educational Partnerships
•	 Workforce Partnerships

•	 Positive Relationship Building
•	 Economic Development
•	 Better Health and Wellness Outcomes

•	 Regional Connectedness
•	 Greater Many and Sabine Parish
•	 Northwest Louisiana Natchitoches to Shreveport

•	 Realistic Goals
•	 Practical Use of Resources
•	 Accountability to the 12th District Membership & Partners

2 1739 University Ave. #305,  Oxford, MS 38 
Office: 662.455.2581
www.beardriser.com

	
VISION

A tool for not only memorializing, but 
for looking forward and providing a new 
place of inclusion and community for the 
Northwestern Louisiana region.

OVERVIEW

SABINE HIGH SCHOOL REVITALIZATION
MANY, LOUISIANA  / SABINE PARISH



BUILDING INFORMATION AND EXISTING CONDITIONS

The buildings have not changed significantly over time, and the campus retains a high degree of 
Historic integrity of location, setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. 
•	 49,666 square feet 
•	 Majority original 1957 construction
•	 Several buildings at risk from roof failure and weather damage

CRITICAL OBSTACLES
•	 Exterior envelopes must be secured against further deterioration of materials
•	 Temporary roofs until permanent roofs can be constructed
•	 Removal of hazardous materials
•	 Buildings must be upgraded to current codes 

ORIGINAL DRAWINGS

A revitalized Sabine High School Community Center 
would promote and encourage revitalization  and 
further development within Many, Sabine Parish, 
Northwestern Louisiana, and  throughout Louisiana.

- Must be done sequentially in a systematic manner
- The vision must be consistent with available funding
•	 	 Grants
•	 	 Private Donations
•	 	 Foundation Fundraising
•	 	 Leased space income 

IDENTIFIED USES AND NEEDS SURVEYS

Recreation:
site-based park | gymnasium sports

Health and Wellness:
	 fitness & exercise spaces | teaching kitchen | garden space

Entertainment:
	 public & private conferences / events | music venue | performances 	
	
Economic Development:
	 classroom training space | workforce training

Educational:
	 after school programs | tutoring | early childhood education program	
	 (Head Start) | GED programs | adult literacy classes |

On-Site Museum :
	 Civil Rights History presentations | story of Civil Rights events in and 	
	 around NW Louisiana | show history and impacts of Separate But 		
	 Equal laws 			

SABINE HIGH SCHOOL REVITALIZATION
MANY, LOUISIANA  / SABINE PARISH

Phasing Diagram
CCrriittiiccaall  ((AASSAAPP))   $$664411,,116666

1. Secure windows, doors

2. Secure roofs temporarily 

3. Remediation and debris cleanup 

PPhhaasseedd  RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn   $$11,,553388,,440077

4. Administrative Cafeteria

5. Elementary 

6. Gymnasium

7. Remove Non‐Contributing Elements

8. Covered Walkways

9. Site ADA and Parking Improvements 

FFuuttuurree  RReehhaabbiilliittaattiioonn $$11,,111188,,660000

10. High School

11. Middle School

12. Industrial Arts

TOTAL ANTICIPATED
COST OF REVITALIZATION $3,513,048

44

55

2211 33

1111

66

77

88

99

1100

1122

22

3 1739 University Ave. #305,  Oxford, MS 38 
Office: 662.455.2581
www.beardriser.com

PHASING



A tool for not only memorializing, but 
for looking forward to providing a new 
place of inclusion and community for the 
Northwestern Louisiana region.

Sabine High School 
Revitalization

“The historic status of Sabine High School and the story it 
represents is important…”

The Twelfth District, Number Three, Association, Inc.
850 Highland Avenue

P.O. Box 123
Many, Louisiana 71449

https://www.sabinehighschoolrevitalizationproject.com/

Sabine High School 
Revitalization

In 1928, a Rosenwald school was constructed on the 
site of the current Sabine High School, and in 1936 
became the Sabine Parish Training School. This facility 
operated until the new campus was constructed from 
1957-1960, becoming Sabine High School, and serving 
Kindergarten through 12th Grades.

In 1970, the campus was integrated and became Many 
Junior High School. Teachers and students alike were 
sent to the previously all-white Many High School. A 
small number of African-American students stopped 
attending school during desegregation because of 
the unwelcoming environment. Teachers stated that 
desegregation was difficult for the them as well: “It 
was just as much of an adjustment for us (teachers). 
The only thing they (the white schools) had more of 
was space and equipment. They didn’t necessarily 
have more knowledge than us or our students.” 

The SHS site was closed in 2002 and transferred back 
to the 12th District. Sabine High School leaves a legacy 
of historic importance for African American education 
in Sabine Parish and Louisiana, producing a number of 
influential leaders who went on to importance locally, 
statewide, and nationally.

OUR STORY

THE VISION

“A tool for not only memorializing, but for looking 
forward and providing a new place of inclusion and 
community for the Northwestern Louisiana region.”

THE PLAN

REVITALIZE | To become a multipurpose community 
center for Many, Sabine Parish, and Northwestern 
Louisiana.
.
RESTORE | An intact significant architectural example 
of Mid-Century Modernism.

NARRATE| About “Separate But Equal,” an original 
1890 Louisiana law that was later adopted in the 
Jim Crow South as a disenfranchisement tool against 
African Americans.

PROCEED | Through progressive partnerships, long-
term economic development, and educational and 
recreational opportunities.

THE PLAN

CAMPUS

STORY
VISION

COMMUNITY 



THE NEED

REVITALIZATION PHASING COST

REVITALIZATION PHASING PLAN

THE CAMPUS

Sabine High School, listed on the National Register of Historic Places, is 
a significant resource in the areas of education and ethnic heritage, as 
it provided important educational opportunities for African Americans 
in Sabine Parish, Louisiana. The existing buildings were constructed 
in 1957 to replace a circa 1928 Rosenwald School. Sabine High School 
was desegregated in 1970, at which point the campus became Many 
Junior High School until its closure in 2001. Soon thereafter, the Twelfth 
District, an African-American non-profit, secured the property with the 
intent of rehabilitating the school into a multi-use community resource. 

The buildings have not changed significantly over time, and the 
campus retains a high degree of Historic integrity of location, 
setting, materials, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

THANKS & APPRECIATION
Sabine High School Alumni 
Kenneth Freeman | Mayor, Town of Many
Robert Hable. Jr. | Mayor-Elect, Town of Many
Mike McCormick | President, Sabine Parish Police Jury
William Ruffin | Sabine Parish, Police Juror
Linda Curtis-Sparks | Tourism Director, Sabine Parish
Jack Skaggs | President and CEO, Coordinating &		
	          Development Corporation
Andy Ferrell | Deputy Director, National Center for 		
	           Preservation Technology and Training,	
	           National Park Service
Benny Puckett | Office of Cultural Development, 		
	               Louisiana State Historic Preservation
Brian Davis | Executive Director, Louisiana Trust for 	
	          Historic Preservation 
Laura Ewen Blokker | Interim Director, Tulane School	
		           of Architecture Preservation 		
		           Studies Program
Tracey Antee | Director, Opelousas General Hospital 	
	             Foundation (OGHF), St. Landry Parish	
	             Alliance, South City Park Walking Trail
Suzanne Williams | Town of Many
BlueCross BlueShield of Louisiana (BCBSLA) Foundation
       Virtual Learning Series

The Twelfth District, Number Three, Association, Inc.
850 Highland Avenue

P.O. Box 123
Many, Louisiana 71449

https://www.sabinehighschoolrevitalizationproject.com/

The Twelfth District, Number Three, Association, Inc.
850 Highland Avenue ▪ P.O. Box 123

Many, Louisiana 71449

Email: bluewavesrestoredproject@gmail.com
Sandra Garner-Coleman 434.470.6305

Connie Levo Howard 713.304.9724

https://www.sabinehighschoolrevitalizationproject.com/
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